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DEDICATION. 



Sir , 

Wlica I venture to dedicate to your 
excellency a volume so little worthy of 
your notice , 1 should consider myself 
guilty of impertinence, if I did not 
know that a person , in yonr excel- 
lency's high station cannot look upon 
any thing that comes from so obscure 
an individual as myself, either with ap 
probation or displeasure. And since- 
rely believing that some of the hints 
contained in my letter mav be of use 



f I DEDICATION. 

to a Stranger in Brussels , and an am 
bassador, I cannot avoid seizing th 
opportunity which a dedication, evei 
without permission, affords me, o 
indulging my feelings, by expressing 
my very high esteem for your excel 
lency^s character, in public, as well a; 
in private life. In doing this I an 
more bold , from the certainty , thai 
although your excellency may hav( 
met with many of my relations in so 
ciety ( for the Wittols are not altoge- 
ther unknown ) ^ you can never know 
the very humble person who has the 
honor to subscribe himself, 

With the highest consideration and respect , 
Your excellency's 

mots devotedly obedient servant. 

H. C. WiTTOL, A. S, S, 

To his excellency sir Charles Bagot , 
Ambassador , etc. , etc. 



em 



THE PREFACE. 



The following Sketches were thrown into 
rhime, for the writer's own amusement .mcl 
that of a friend who requested him to afford 
some intbrmation respecting the english so- 
ciety in Brussels; but without any idea of 
Their ever appearing in print, to which in- 
deed there seemed to be many objections. 
However, from a vanity natural to all scrib- 
blers • he allowed then) to be read bv several 
of his intimate acquaintance; from that time 
it became impossible to conceal them ; the 
laugh they excited, and the interest attached 
to them in Brussels, gave rise to so many 
applications for copies of the manuscript, 
that the writer rather than be further tor- 
mented on the subject, resolved to allow a 
limited edition to be printed in order to 
gratify curiosity, in the circle to which the 
letters refer. 

But as the little volume is fated to appear 
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in the world , it is hoped that it* may pro- 
duce some good effect, and be found to con- 
tain a useful moral. There is a malignant 
illnature , which more particulary displays 
itself in places where, the society is confined 
to a small , and unvarying circle, that is unk- 
nown in large cities, where people, seeing 
new faces every day, and having a great num- 
ber of acquaintances , are but little desirous 
of hearing anecdotes , or obtaining a know- 
ledge of private character. Or rather the im- 
possibility of gratifying such a desire, on a 
large scale, prevents its showing itself. 

Scandal and gossip are the mental food of 
idleness and folly , and consequentry of the 
majority, in such, societies as we find in 
Brussels. It maybe generally remarked also, 
that people residing at a distance from their 
own homes, and from the neighbourhood's 
where they are known , are apt to indulge 
in a foolish vanity, a sort of ridiculous pride, 
arising probably from an idea that strangers^ 
may believe them intitled to the degree of con- 
sequence, which they think proper to assume*. 



PREFACE. Y 

Who has not observed the would-be 
greatness of the little smart citizens and their 
well fed fine-dressed, wives at Brighton and 
Margate? The fancied importance of a great 
portion of british residents on the continent 
» equally apparent , and not less ridiculous. 
Many of them are but too succeshil in passing 
for iM^fiat they are not, and respectable per- 
sons are too frequently taken in by false 
appearances, while real worth, which is 
usually modest and unobtrusive, is treat- 
ed with neglect. 

U will be easily perceived that the princi- 
pal objects of this little work are to strip the 
lii^sk from some of those conceited impos- 
tors, and to show the scandal-mongers, that 
they too may be calumniated. 

May we not fairly expect, that the proud 
vian who fancies himself at the very pinna- 
cle of fashion, and consideration , will abate 
a little of his pretensions , when be is infor- 
med that every body around knows him for 
a cheat, and a swindler, and despises him as 

auchy however his -civilities, or the idea of 

I. 
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his ability to be useful » may induce theni>, 
not only to- conceal their contempt, but 
even to flatter his arrogant vanity? 

May we not hope that the coward who con- 
ceals his want of spirit , under a mask, of 
insolence, and swaggering, and that the wo- 
man who supposes her depravity hidden by 
a veil of prudery , will be less apt to>give ear 
to, or take a pleasure in spreading ev*ery 
scandalous story of the day, against their 
neighbours , when they know in what light 
they are themselves considered in society^ 
and what tales are in general circulation, 
respecting them ? Will they not rather en- 
deavor to persuade their freinds, that calum- 
ny should- not be implicitly believed^ even 
though it shouldappear in a f>rinted book? 

If such an object can be attained, in any 
degree, the writer will not regret having 
sent his doggrels to the press. 

There never was a work, in which vice and ' 
folly were lashed by the whip of satire , 
where some persons have not imagined 
themselves or. their neighbours particularly 



pointed at; and of course these sketches wHi 
by many be supposed to be personal. That 
is an incovenience nol to he avoided, and 
the writer is prepared for it. He does nol 
pretend to affirm, or deny, that such cha^ 
racters as are attempted to be drawn in 
rtiese letters, really exist in Brussels; but of 
this- he is quite sure that the vices and fo* 
Kes he attacks ai*e to be found m the worlds 
and it is therefore proper to expose them*. 

He is prepared ta learn that many indivi- 
duals will read , each , some one article in the 
book , with decided disapprobation , whila 
they allow, that there is much that is just > 
reasonable, and founded in truth, in every 
other It is not' difficult to guess, that the 
oritic who condemns a single article, while 
he assents to the justice of all. the rest, is he 
who thinks himself alluded to in the one^ 
aud that the characters* of his neighbours ara 
painted in the others. 

According* to this calculation , the balance 
of opinion would be greatly in favor of the 
writer; but though he is satisfied that the 



1 
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satire was called for , that the moral is goodV 
and the effect intended to be produced, de- 
sirable, he is too conscious of the defects in 
his manner of managing his subject, and too 
well persuaded that false motives will be 
imputed to him, to be very sanguine in his 
hopes of being read with general approba- 
tion. A few persons however will appreciate 
him , many will laugh , and he sincerely hope^^ 
that some will be mended. 

It was thought necessary , in compliance 
with the usual custom , to make these few 
remarks, which are partly explanatory, and 
partly apologetical, by way of preface. That 
duty performed, all that remains to be done 
is to send the letters to the post, and wish 
they may come safe to hand , which the 
writer , after deliberating some time whether 
it would not be wi-.er to put them in the 
fire, at length determines to do, crying — 

VOGUE LA. GALilHE. 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



The reader who has a metrical ear will 
have the goodness to observe that it is left 
to his judgment to supply, in reading, the ne- 
cessary elision which^ in many places, is not 
marked in the text. This is a usual practice in 
printing the latin poets, and has latterly been 
adopted, with much. propriety ^ by some 
the English. 
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EWGLISH SOCIETY IN BRUSSELS. 

Reasons for writing.— What subject intended.— 'The En* 
glish left to themselves by the Belgians. — Two or three 
similes. — Brussels ladies rather shy. — English ladies fond 
of foreigners, and why. — M» Wittol invites his cousin te 
accompany him in fancy to the different public places in 
Brussels. — The club and the cercle. — The English at 
^carter. — Offensive language. — Scandal. — Quarrelling 
not fighting. — The Cafe-Royal. — The Bal noble. — Young 
Englis hkvomen on the continent. — Judgment formed of 
the English on the continent. 

Quando uherior vitiorum eopim ? quando 
Major axfaritiw patuit sinus ? alea quando 
Hos animos ? neque enim loculis comitantihus itur 
jid casum tahulce , positd sed luditur arcd , 

Prcelia qwmla illie videhis ? 

Juv. Sta. 1. 

Ready to gratify my friends , 
for past neglect to make amends , 



And 9 u Fve been so long your debtor 

For many an unanswered letter , .^ 

I shall , at length , acquit myself, ^J. 

Take down my inkstand from my shelf, ' \ 

And , if I can , perform the task 

Of answering the things you ask; 

Nay , if I can't in one , dear cousin , 

I'll write you letters ten , a dozen , -4 

And , to compensate for lost time , 

They shall be written now , in rhime. 

I vow 'tis more than I would do * 

For any friend on earth , but you , ' 

Sure that my faults will be excused , 

Whether you be , or not , amused. 

I know you'll find my doggrels prosy ; 

But then my subject's far from- dozy. 

I wish 1 were a better scribe , 

That I might , worthily , describe 

The gentry of most notoriety 

Among the English , in society 

In this good capital , the samples 

That John Bull sends , to give examples 

Of living J to the Netherlanders ; 

But who like nags that have the glanders ^ 

Whose neiglibourhood is fraught with danjfer\ 

Are left to feed in a lonte mang^er/ 



^ ^ 
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The Belgians viewtKeir guests witli £ri| 

And never give them an invite : 

No flembh house , they show a nose in , 

Nay if they call^ they are not chosen^ 

But they are welcome at -the clubs ; 

Those sinks , like Danaj'dal tubs ' , 

Where you may fling your gold , like waters 

Poured ceaseless l)y the fifty daughters. 

There , as elscfwhere ,'does golden shower * 

Gain entrance , by it's magic pow^er. 

Stay**'— Danaiis , and Danae , 

Elach furnishing a simile , 

Two in a breath , it is too bad ^ 

You'll fancy I am Ovid mad ; 

But really , so pat they came , 

Fm not so very much to blame. 

Pray , pardon me , and , if Fm abfc ^ 

FU do without the aid of fable 

To ornament my plain narration 

With any light , or illustration ; 

And strait proceed to tell you , how 

We are allowed to make our bow 

At the Bal noble ^ , the plac^ where 

Alone 9 we meet the flemish fair 

Who seem to think the specimen 

We give'em i there , of Englishmen ^ 
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Sufficient quite ; for , like tlieir spouses ^ . 
They never ask us , to their l]K>uses^ 

Our enigli^ women , much les^.niceK < 
Will get acquftinted , in a trice , 
With every loose heau they meet. 
That s ready ^ to lay at their feet 
^ The homage of an empty phrase , 
Unmeaning flattery , and praise , 
Or bon mot , oft accounted good 
Because it is not understood. 

Young ladies , who have been to school , 
Are all acquainted with this rule , 
Tliat , not to smile , when Frenchmen grin. 
Against good breeding , is a sin ; 
For lookers on are apt to fancy 
That those who don't , can't forly francy ^. 
But tho' 5 a word they cannot answer. 
To the fine speeches of their dancer ^ , 
And to say om or jum^ are ill able , 
' ' They understand him , every syllable ; 
^' Fpr frefieh they can , like enj^lish, \^rite » 
^' Altho' they don't pronounce it right. " 

Twere ignor&nce , and want of Ir arnipg , 
^were want of fashion , and discerning , 
If little missea could not teU 
Better than they can sew » or spel. 
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That Englishmen are Vulgar crefttureiv ■ 

"With no expression m their features , 

Who drink too deep , and love too ill , 

And can contrive an hour to kiH , . ^ 

Sitting around a good coal fire "- 

With Bordeaux , while their wiVea retire 

To make the tea , and coffee , hot ^ 

Or put the water in the pot ; 

That John BulFs awkward in the dance , ' > 

And can not sing the sweet remance^. 

Nor gracefully his love impart , 

Whatever the feeling of his heiui; , 

But fills the house with great fat boys , 

And romping girls , to make a noise ; 

Without once praising his wife's eyes 

Or talking love , or talking Ues^; «. 

Leaving the passion to be guessed , 

That's seldom ,'by his tongue ^ expressed , 

While Frenchmen can $o sweetly speak 

Of love , and kiss npon each cheek , 

Or , graceful , touch , with whiskered lips , 

Some wit)iered hag s lean finger tips. 

^ 'TIS fbiv these reasons, M*^ BuU 

Finds the society so dull ; 

Tho' Frenchmen Flemishmen ^ and -Dutch 

Frequent my lady Bull , so much* . . „ ., 



But stay... Suppose you lounge with 
ta fancy , noting all we see 
In club , in hall , or gay saloon , 
At evening rout , or walk at noon*. 
Gome with me into park , and street , 
At church , and playhouse , take a seat. 
Give me your, patience , for an hour , 
And , to the best of my p^or power , 
I'll make you j with our town , acquainted ;- 
Our characters shall so be paintedi. 
And all about us, made so clear, 
That , were you with us for a year v 
You coul^not be , a bit more knowing 
As to what Brussels folks are doing. 

First , i» a, general review^, 
The genthemen , and ladies too 
Shall be inspected , all en masses 
Then , more minutely , as they pass. 
In single files , by twos , and threes >, 
Nay , we'll examiae , if you please , 
How some are , ia nianoeui^res ^ skilled^, 
And , how the young recruits are di'illeds 

*Tis one o' clock , let's to the club , or 
Cercle , to see them play a rubber ,. 
And if we like a crown to risk f. 

Or at^c^rtexvor at i^«4^> .., 
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We irihaUiht welcoikie to ike table , - "^ 
And , joining in the caeewA ^ be able of 

To see the playe^. take thier eiationa ^ • • • 

And make our quiet observations. -^ ' iA. 
Gods ! what a soene 0f Iiroil , and sqndbUe ; 
Who ever saw more -vulgar rabble , ■ •* 
More angry looks , more bile , and choler , 
More shabby wrangling for a - dollar ? 
u Sir^l you've not put your-money down, -^ 
» 7 You 've done me , this time , of a crown j 
n I tell you so , and to your face , *-*- 
» *Tis not yoAr turn 'to have- the place : 
» Some folks can always* turn the king * , --^ 
n Fm »ve, sir^ it i»-no such thing— -^ ' 
» That g^@/»lfei7ian has. got six cords, . 
)» Among us iheve-are some bUick gmartU-^'* 
» I say y it is tocbad a ^oke ,. '• 
9- That people should so oft revoke. 
i» God bless- me '! I-have such bad sight% 
»• I wish my friends would set me right, ^— 
» Yes , sir , -but you make no mistakes 
w Against yourself 9 and ^ if the stakes 
» To pay U8 all j are not sufficient , " 
%■ One never sees your share deficient. 
n Surely you tak^ us all- for geese. -^ "^ 

» Excuse me , thatV my' five franc -pieces « * 



Now, mark, as each man turii».liJ5 back*. 
How those that stay , his fame attack. 
« Did you see , how he tried tO: cheat ? 
» His wife has scarce a bit to eaX , 
>» Poor man I he's, ruined , lost his alL . 
» I thought his, pride would have a fall,. 
)» H^ knows not where to beg , or borrow ;: 
j> I'm ^ure he'll be in gaol to . morrow. 
». He cannot have a. good estate , or 
» He'd n<)t take- money of the waiter , 
» He awes a man I know , a bundred 
5» A hundred what ?— Francs.— Oh J I wondered ^ 
».. For cash so little here abounds^ , 
n There's none could lend a hundred pounds ;< 
» And , if they could, they'd not get paidat. 
» But wbo th^ deuoe would give him credit ? 
» Pray , who is he , that's, just gone out ? . 
« He seems a vulgar stupid lout ; 
M Thp' not ill-looking, aS:to phiz, 
-wwl've no idea who he is ;. 
11 But I^idl^ dine with himk, to-day^ 
» Tho/I ajt home had rather stay , 
)v Some friends: oC mine, are to be there > 
» So , who my host i$ , I dou't. care ; 
», But , whosoe'er he be , my vote is, 
>. Thof,^ nf e . 4h^ bring hipj^^ into livotice, } 
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» Fo* , Sflie gives us n good dinner , . 

5» Tis doing well for a beginner.— i \ 

yt Pray iire you going to the concert? I 

» You know there is arighi, and wrong sorK 

» Of company , the high , and low.— 

» Who are these people , do you know?^ • 

» The fact is , the man came to me , 

» And said , how mu<^ obliged he'd b^f • • 

j^ If I'd his music party grace , 

n What could one do , in such a case?' ^ 

» But tho' , this favor I may do him , 

» It does not follow , we're to knowliim^ 

» He's Irish , and the K****s don't^ 

u As for my wife , I'm sure she won't. "' 

You wonder , cousin , nay you fear 
Some sad result , from all you hear ; 
You think, mayhap.., that blood alonti 
Gan , for svtdi injuries , atone^ 
And it must add to your anxiety , 
To know , that some , in this society , 
To whom V detraction's drink ^ and meat ^ 
Will , every Word' that's said, repeat 
With added falsehoods , alteration , 
ninature , and e'xaggefation , 
To those , whose going out , gave ri^ 
To so much scandal V sneer >a&dlie»^: .. 



'1^ 






The badness of tluer hearts , fConeealiBg. 
Under a mask of friendly feeling 4 • • 
J^ut cerise jrour feiars , we haive j;]^k IhIii^ ^ « < ^^ 
And quairels heve 9 but n^sev^figbtii^ $ : - .^ ' 
For thp\ in many things r^wedorill 9 ,. ,i y 

We all ahhor the murderous dueL 

ISovi , ere we quit the club , 'tisfaiir' . 
I should observe.*, that, even there ^ 1 

One meets a genlleman ,.or two^ i 
It must be ovvned , they a^^eJbut few ^ . / \ 

Whado some credit toold Engkndf . > ■ \ 
Tho', with the common herd , they mingle., .4^1^ 
Tho' they play whist , and tho' they bet , .^ 

And lose thier cash , -yet ne-erfcH^get 
What theyt»vetatham$el^^s.^«sjiift|t;. /^ 

Who wont in«ultyo«i.fi£st9.'aiid then, ,< 

If you resentithe.insult , q^ail , . > '' 

And , like some base, curilog ^ .tiurn taij^ . / 
Ready to pocket ^n.affront , , : . f\ 

When they hskye pocketed y ow. Uumt. \ 

1 know someMre , wha're too weU; Ju^ed l 

To play, asifihier daAlybriead ' . 
Depended on jybdecdAilyg^usiS. : . -; 

No angry word thiei^languitge^sUiiia', 
Theyr standlbo hij[h , taloDkcfop.£uiie* ; v > ^ 
By publishift^^^^ft §tmmt j ;. . ' ... y'L 



ENGLISH SOCIETY IN B&tlSSBLS. ' Ft 

And never seek , in defamation , 

The matter of their conversation ; 

They've too much heart , and too much s^iise.. 

To wish ,. at other folk^ expence , 

To keep up their good name , or- table 

I'll point you out one , if I'm able ; 

Observe that man , whose tongue's so quiet 

Amidst the general noise , and riot-: 

I never heard even slander say 

A word in his dispraise , and may 

Aver, I nevw* knew his tongue* 

Speak ill of either old ,*or young ; 

Manners , and conduct both correct 

Seciure him general respect. 

Now to the club we'll bid adien , 
And , if you've- nothing else to do , 
We'll step to Perceval's-9 , and take 
A soup , and cutlet , or a steak , 
And V to wash down our humble fare , 
A bottle ef cheap ordinaire : 
That over , 'twill be time to dress 
For the grand ball of the noblesse ;• 
But let us. look round , as we dine ; ^ 

I see a worthy friend of mine '^ 

Feasting wHk Bordeaux , an4 GhaIlipaign«k^ 
Said for out of.thiS'iiiorning^gAi^;) j v - 



fd M^ wittolV LEi^skf/ 

Whose wife , neglected , and alone , 
Is sighing ovei^ a cold bone. 
Another q[>eiids , to his own cheek , 
More ihan would keep his house a week. 
So at the club , and table d*hdte , 
The man wholl gnidge hi» wife « groat , 
Wont grudge a Nap ■* , in getting jolly , 
Nor yet a couple to his Dolly. 

Now, like the hat of Fortunatus , 
Fancy shall to the ball translate us^ 
Where we shall see the upper set 
Fenced round by stinctest etiquette : 
Tho' all are noble at the ball , 
Tet some are great , and some are small , 
Those hATe there own sanetutn sanctorum ^ 
Where these may not come in to bore'em ; 
The English only eyer break 
The etiquette , of which I speak » 
With impudence, beyond exampfe ^ 
On all established rules , they trample. 
Those whom you see so rudely puish ,. 
And tQ the foremost places rush , 
Are Londoners , sopie-Bob , and Billy , 
Smart shop keepers , from PicCabilly 
The)8m*ough ,^OsiDird road , and Wapping 7 

Asfondofgaietysao^hoppffigi' ' 
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As fiill of vulgar mirth j and joy , 

As those , that come dowu by the hoy 9 

Or steam , or stage coach mounted li3gh #11 ^ '*> 

To cut a swell at Dandelion. 

Those li*U(» misses, in flie crowd. 
Who look so bold , tfud talk so loud ; 
Who la' gh , and flirt , before our tkce»j 
And make such fust . aliont their places ; ^ ' 
Not pleased , unless lliey have the upper , 
And are the first led iu to supper^ 
Are specimens of British lasses ' 
Taken from out the trading classes , 
Who fancy irapndence good breeding. 
As talking bad french , sho^s their reading ; 
Whose mothers think the time well q>€nt 1 
Which they pass on the continent , 
And that two , or three wintew there , 
Will give thcfm ^lite d foreign air : 
Not dreamiDg^, that they might as well 
Three years in Wales, or Scotland dwell , 
As three yeflrs here , when they're not hnoii^ 
To any female in the town ; 
And only see theift , tf At all I 
Occasionally , at a blill. 

Young Dntchmen tieaeh them fityspMk firettdi » 
Strange tutors for 4M1 Eoghdbi w«nchi -^' 
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Mama thinks no girl so well off as hertv 
When she csa parly with the Officers , 
Who can not , with their epaulette 'S 
Put on good breeding , or forget 
All in a day , what they had learned 
During the time they were casernedy 
And lay with filthy oamarade 
On straw , before they got their grade. 

'TLb thus young English women of3t 
Have nothing of that air so soft., 
So lad^ like , and feminine , 
That we at home , think so divine , 
But , when they've spent some seasons here,. 
Grow bolder than a grenadier. 

You now can rightly understand 
Why , every where in foreign land., 
The English have the reputation 
Of being an ill mannered nation. 
Those ^who've not visited our isle , 
And only know us in exile , 
Are apt to think , we have left home 9 
And vagabond , in Europe roam , 
Only , because there is no merit 
In England , to make one prefer it. 
Xhey judge our women , and our mexLt 
From the unhappy specimen ^^ 
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That cryi^aiii of Af^^ have forced abroadr^ 2 

One half q£iiduHDL vfichould be outlawed 

Or , from jbe ;^i^g^> x^^knej clasa ^ 

That , in strange fiO^Bt^ies, seek to pa$6 

For gentlefcjUw^ and try to beep : \ 

Good comply or rather creep 

Into society , sideways 

Like the hOoped belles of other days, 

They judgic.the conduct of our wives , 

By those , whose shameful , unchaste lives 

Are viewed with universal scorn 

At home , but who ofl here adorn , 

Because unknpwn , the circles gay 

Frequented by the hatdfe «>fee. 

So have I seen some noxious weed , 

^he produce oftlie vilest seed , 

Nursed by the hand of lady &ir , 

And cultured , with the nicest care , 

To ornament her brilliant halls , 

Or bloom within a palace walls , 

Which in its native, distant clime. 

Neglected grew ; for 'tis the ci*ime 

Of flowers , as it is of woman , 

To be too hardy, or too common. 

Our modest british maidens too 
They falsely judge of, from a view^ . ^ 

3 



Of some few Anglo-Flemish slatterns, 
Who're surely any thing , but patterns 
Of English daughters ; educated 
In part by soldiers , as Fve stated , 
And , partly , by some low grisette la , 
Whose graces come from the guinguette 13 } 
Who , as their governess , or maid , is 
The confidante of the young ladies. 

But have we not enough admired 
This brilliant scene. — If you feel tired , 
Here well , our first day's labor , close ; 
For even fancy needs repose. 

To morrow , we'll go up , and down , 
Taking a ramble , through the town , 
And visit fashion's |[ay resort, 
In English club , pr Belgian court. 
Good night. I shall be yours at ten , 
And bid you » here 9 adieu ^ till then. 
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THE SIPTHORPS. 

A walk in the park.— A man in black.— Polly H<ypkiiit.-^ 
Her relations. — More graceful on horseback than on 
foot. — Her children and their numerous kindred.'i^TA 
bully easly put down. — A jay in borrowed plumes.-^ 
Boasting. — Means. — And ways. — Cambre Bos , andt an 
exchange of wives. —Touchstone and Audrey.— Adieu. 

Can^ cKabhaia assai^ non morde mm* 

Itaxiav pro?erb. 
Pol. Si tapis^ quod tcis niseis, 

Tbs. 

Now , cousin , if you have reposed 

Sufficiently , and feel disposed 

To take , with me , a morning walk , 

Friend Tom shall join ns , and we*ll talk 

More in detail , for he can tell us 

Much that I don't know , of these fellows. 

Come then. — We'll onward , to the park , 

When the game springs^ Tom shall cry mark ! 

So. — ^Let's proceed with our review 
Of this conceited , motley crew ; 
Let's strip'em of their tinsel dress , 
Those would be great ; will then look less 
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Respectable , than FalstafTs corps , 
The ragged regiment of yoi^e. 

Here's one , in melancholy black , 
He's lost some freind , poor man , good lack ! 
No , no , cines Tom , you are misled ; 
He mourns , because duke Humphry's dead , 
Know you not , that his rib s a relative 
( Tho' so plebeian his appellative ) , 
To some relation of a cousin 
Ten times removed , if not a dozen , 
Of the lamented duke deceased ; 

'Tis thus , writh consequence increased ^ 
They put on black , five times a year , 
And sw^ear 'tis for some coffined peer ; 
But dress in black , or dress in blue , 
Poor Polly Hopkins it won' t do ; 
Claim cousinship v\rith whom you may , 
And dress in mourning every day , 
It only makes more plain folks grin , 
To see how high you cock your chin. 

Poor woman ! when you hear her talk / 
Or mark the swagger of her walk ; 
If, any Humphrey's kin , you think her , 
It can be only Humphrey Clinker. 
But if, in some things she wants grace , 
And 5 tho' a court is not her place , /* 
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THo' she's so awkward , in a room , 
She does some credit to the groom , 
Much more than to the dancing master , 
For who rides better , bolder , faster? 

If she takes pride in a variety , 
Of kinsfolk , wide spread in society , 
There's something more than a suspicion , 
That she has pushed this just ambition 
So far , as to take special care , 
That each young son , and daughter fair , 
Each stranger , at each lying in , 
Should have a different set of kin. 

But Fve delayed too long with Polly 
Let's leave her to her favorite folly 
Of parlying bad french with Dutchmen 
P«^/ beauties may siiXl pass with such men ; 
And , tho' I hate to quit the ladies , 
I must inquire what sort of blade is 
Her worthy husband , and go back 
Once more , to the great man in black. 

I think I've heard , in an old play , 
The liar , who's the hero , say 
Something of one , or I m mistaken , 
, Who was called Hopkins j but had aken 
The name ofSipthorp, in addition , 
With an estate , on that condition. 
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Here we've the real Hopkins Sipthorp 
Who 5 when you tease him , lets his lip drop , 
And gets so much down in tfie mouth , 
From proud Noiih he soon falls to south. 
There's no man whose wrath kindles quicker 
Than Sip thorp's , when at all in liquor , 
And , as he's not famed for sobriety , 
He'd be a bully in society , 
If he were not so soon put down , 
By a bold fightinff look , or frown. 
He's always sulky out of season , 
He'll quarrel , for no earthly reason , 
And then , he'll bully , and provoke, 
Until it's quite beyond a joke ; 
But when your patience is worn out , 
And you turn on him , sharp about , 
Tho'he so quick to take offence is , 
He's brought as quickly to his senses ; 
Then with fallen crest , and humble whine , 
'Tis : '' Monsieur y take a glass of wine". 

He was a soldier once , or wore 
A soldiers coat at least , his corps 
However , and his father thought 
He'd better sell , as he had bought , 
For in war time one can't wellserVe , 
Unless one has a little nerve ; 
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Wtich Sipthorp had not , and the arm y 

For him , had but one single charm , he 

Loved neither musquet , sword , nor dagger . 

But loved much . in red coat to swagger , 

And as it was in good condition , 

When he was selling his commission-, 

To sell his red coat , he was loath , 

And so , put by his bit of cloth , 

In which , with epaulette , and sash , 

At court here , he cuts such a dash ; 

A second Captain Bobadil , 

Who twenty men a day , could kill , 

Not practically , but in theory ^ 

He's lucky , between you and me , or he 

Might have been kicked out , in disgrace , 

For having dared to show his face , 

Even in a gracious monarch's sight ; 

In clothes , to which he had no right ; 

For strutting through the royal rooms , 

A prating jay , in borrowed plumes. 

He tells us of his father's rental , 
His brother's fortune Oriental , 
And distant chances of a peerage , 
Who's now , he says , of such a queer age , 
That 'tis not likely he will marry , 
Nor yet on earth much longer tarry , 
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Such is his tottering state of health ; 
That, ^hen he goes , he'll leave his wealth 
Among the Sipthorps , his relations » 
Who live on hopes , and expectations ; 
His cattle , and his coach , meanwhile ^ 
Add , not a little , to their stile : 
This , with whatever they can earn 
At cards , or by a lucky terne 3 ? 
Enables them to cut a figui*e : 
And , I am sure , none here look bigger 
Than they do , but there's one more shifty 
By which they sometimes get a lift , 
Post obit bonds , to pay their bills , 
Cash raised on the Northanipton Hills* 

Novf having spoken of their means, 
Let's peep again , behind the scenes , 
To see a little of theii' ivaj j^ 
And , how far they , deserve our praise. 

Not far from hence , there is a wood , 
For pupose of intrigue as good 
As close boudoir^ or lady's chamber , 
The Cambre Bos , or wood of Camber ; 
There many an amorous couple stray , 
The sidtry hours to while away , 
When summer's genial sunshine wanns 

The manly breast , and womau s charms 
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Most deeply wound the lovert heart ; 
"When oft , in vain , does wotnan*8 art 
A rising passion , try to hide , 
For some gay dangler at her side , 
Too soon i*evealed , by tender sigh , 
Or s(yft glance , fram a speaking eye. 
There many a dark , and lonely glade 
Invite you , to enjoy the shade ; 
There happy lovers spend their hours ^ 
On mossy bank reclined , in bowers ' 

Sheltered alike , from mortal gaze , 
And from the sun's too ardent rays. 
'Twas thither Polly bent her way , 
With the Lolhario of the day , 
"While Sipthorp , and Lothario's dame 
Played , somewhere else , their amorous gam^ : 
For it was ever understood , 
That they should not approach the wood , 
"While Polly , and her swain were there , 
Lest they should cross the happy pair : 
In short , things were so well arranged ; 
That wives , and husbands were exchanged 
And , as each pair rode through the grove , 
The cucooVs song proclaimed their love , 
No faithful doves there bill , and ddo , 
But Cambre ^cheos with » cuckoo » ^^ 
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THE JEW AND WIS MISTRESSES, HIS DAUGHTEll 
AKD HER AMOVRS. 



Picture of a Jew. — ^His wife, children, and concubines. — > 
Father*s and daughter*s amours compared. — Jessica. — • 
An apprenticeship to flirting. — Young Englishwomen not 
■11 like Jessica. — A compliment to three Irish beauties. 
-— The Jew would puss for a wealthy squire. — Cut in 
Bristol for his scandalous way of living. — A wife and 
daughters on^oot and a concubine in a coach. — A pedi- 
gree in the antediluvian stile. -— The charity boy. — 
Turned banker. — Extre Christianity of the family at 
pressent. — Recoaimended to return home. 

Cast out this hondwoman^and her son', for the son of this 
bondwoman shall hot be heirwith mjrson, et^en with Isaac. 

Holt Biblb. 

Vulnus alit venis et cceco carpitur igni. 
Malta viri virtus animo, nmUusque reeursat 

GSKTIS honOM, ViROIb 

Who's he so clownish, and so clumsy? 
I know him not , but I've heard some say , 
His chi'Istianity was new , 
And he » a late conTerted Jew* 
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I can't say , if he's lost hb forsekin ; 
But , I am sure , no Turk's , or Moor's skin 
Is half so coarse , or half so yellow , 
No Jew's so swarthy , or so sallow , 
No Negro , has rach swollen lips , 
No Hottentot such — , and hips. 
To look at him will make your eye sick ; 
He's circumcised , or christened , Isaac , 
Or Abraham , or some such name : 
But he's no Sarah . for his dame ; 
Fruitful , and handmaidish , like 'Hagar ; 
If he he short , she's long , and maigre .* 
Nor ean he say , his wife is barren , . 
Who breeds , like rabbits , in a warren c 
But then her children are such frights , 
Such black , and swarthy Ismaelites 
And she is such a queen of hags > 
A withered may pole , dressed in vsags , 
I have not wondered, since I knew kefi 
That he «no more goes in vnto her ; 
But keeps a pretty concubine : 
I'm sure I should , if she were mine^ 
Yet peopke wiU he down txpon him , h« 
Oame here , tlie folks aay^ for oeconomy > 
And whatsoe'er Us amorous distress is > 
It Is not right , he sho(iild'keepmistre88e$ ; 

4 
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But be content with matrimony , , 
Make Jote^t home , and save his money, 
To make it oi(< , SQ very dqar is ,. . . .;/ 

When one so ill looking , ^d'ijineer.i&, .;. / 

His pretty daughter do^^ Jt better ; 
For who in Brussels , has not met her 
At rout , and ball , in street , or park^ . 
At summer jBYe , when .aknost dark^ , 
In winters chilly morning atr^ 
l*ove making always — every where / 

A Jessica •*, wth her Lorenzo : 
\ Young christian girls dont go with men so) 
For jseven long years , 'thas been her pastisne, : 
*Tis said ^ for nothing else , she has time^ 
And jail 5 without expenjce to her^ 
In .any thing ^l)ut cAamcfer. ,*, ;; 

Now , tho' all this is known ^ and common^ ? 
None doubt *hat she's A g^e/ide woman ; 
At least , to ^oubt her tvoman^op^/. 
Would be , to doubt of iflesb^ and bloody . . \ 
But courting time isofteii^pent iU , * . , /. 
^irk women groow, before they're gentk^^r . ' 
And many tiiink 'twill never co^ne . ' * .. ^ 

To marriage , with her g^enUi/homme. -^ 

jLove making like xko other trade is^ 
Apd. I would counsel idl young ladies^ 
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To serve at it no 'jfreftticeship , 
For in seven years , they may let slip 
A chance' of beiiig bound for lUe. 
Most husbands- would prefer a wife 
Not over knowing' in her duties , 
Like some of our ycmng Brussels Beauties , 
And be content to take the trouble , 
Or pains of teaching, Were it double , 
Sooner than have one ready broke in 
To every thing , but to the yoking ; 
And sure no .man alive content is 
Whose bride has been another's'prentice. 

But let me , in this place , declare , 
In justice to the british fair , 
That many a blooming maiden , here , 
From satine's pen , has nought to fear , 
Whose modest virtues* serve , not less * 
Than ieill her person V loveliness , ' 
To prove the truth, of Britain's boast , 
That , through thisr globe , from coast to coast , 
Her wives , and daughters are confesse<} 
At once , most beautiful ,' and best. 

JNow ,- for a moment , if I stray , 
And wander fr6m my subject , pray 
Forgive — tho* censurife claim my layr^ 
I feel how sweeter 'tis to* praise* 
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Three blnshing girls from J&iii!sJisle>> ,X 
Whose innocent , and . artless smile ^ .^ .i 
Whose modesty unohtrusiye cbanntri * /v. 
Deprive ,.fven satire .^ oJF.h^r arnm , i..<> 
Claim that we mark them» and,.a{^QYe,( v 
Estee^pfi for these , umte^.with love. 
She whose darit eye's so softly xoijid >. . •• 
Tho' yet , heKself , almost a child » . ^ 

Has long , a mother's place , suppU^d^ . 
To the sweet (H^hans at hei^ side ; • ^ 

Hard task ! for one so young and fair , : 
Six helpless sisters claimed her care , 
Who're tang)it in virtue's patkto groWr^.. 
And sooth a widowed father's woe* 

I could stop long , and long admire. 
But , 'tis high time- we should retire j , * 
Such picture's would , if seen top often ^^ . 
Unfit me for my task , and sc^en 
Too much , my slender stock of gall ,^ 
Already , for my task , too sm^ ; . .\ 

But w^'U recruit , as we review 
The sensual , and purse, proud Jew. , . . . ^ 

Aye proud I you wonder ; but hff's proui^^ 
Thinking he passes in the crowd ,. . ^ 

At Brussels, for a wealtiiy s<q[uirQ }. 
An English geij^tl^ffian , #=QS^ ^^ ^ 
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Seft liim a good estdrte , in tail 
For him , and for liis issue male / 
And who^ame , to ^ve money , Kere , 
Out of seven thousand pounds a year , 
Th^ younger sons', and denghters fair 
Should of his^wealth have , each , a shai*^ , ^ 
Not dreaming, that he's as well^ known 
In this oountry , as in his own^. 

The Bristol people have a' way 
Of showing thier contempt , they say ^ 
For Jews , that openly transgress - ! 

And shock them by some gros^ excess 
That gives example to»theerowd», 
Of sins , that seem -to cry aloud 
For chastisement ; by immoraHty^, 
Debauchery , and sensuality ; 
Vices , that take a deeper dye", 
And become guilt , in the world's eye 7 
When , in a father's sonl , they reign , 
And when. V: the chai*acter they stain 
Of one no longer young , who should 
Teach sons, and daughters-, to be good: 
•The method is , I think , to send ' 
The man , that dares so to offend", 
Fnmiediately , to Covfentry : 
A trip , that soiAi^dte't like to try ; 

4- 
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Bill rather , at whatever cost , 

For Flanders straitway will take post. 

Brussels , in this respect's convenient », 
For Bristol is not half ao lenient 
Towards elderiy , grave gentlemen ^ 
And tbier small vices , that is , when 
They re rich enough , to entertain , 
Give balls , and some good stile maintain ; 
In that case , wife , and daughters may 
Trudge on two legs , from day , to day ; 
While an old lecher keeps his hack ^ 
To take him to his W — , and back 4 
And while ( what some think ten times woflrse i&.) 
He keeps , for Doll., a coach , ieaid hovseS;, 
And pays , in pension , or in portion^ , 
Sums , out of measure , and proportion^) . 
To put his harlots. , offhis hands ; 
Embarrassing his. stock , or land^ ,. 
To furnish bastards* with a living. 

In short , here , we are so fcMrgiving, 
These are the sort of men we chose , 
When our young folks we would amusft, • 
On whom , our nomination fallsy 
To be the stewards of our balls. 

Our hero. never dreams , we kn6w a 
Jew's pedigxec ,irQm Seth , to^odb. ' 
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One needs no conjuror , or wise aeve , 
To tell liow abram begot Isaac , or 
How the entailed estates of both.. , 
Were , once , not worJth a meas o£ broth : 
But tho' Fve known such .names , in Genesis 
I hope I never shall again , as his. 

He strut&about , Uke ancient Pistol , 
Tho* known , as well , here , as in Bristol : 
But , evcQ there , they can but trace , 
For one st^ back , his Hebrew race. 

The charity school boy , his £ithev , 
From Bristol chronicles we gather , 
' At Coulson's learned to read , and spell > 
To write ,^nd cast accounts , so well ^ 
That he set up the Lombard » sign ^r 
And grew the founder of a line i 
Of swarthy christains , passing weaiUliy ; 
But much too yellow. ta look healthy. 
We know how a Jew's fortune'^ made, 
By fionesi industry in trade , 
By lending , upon good security , 
With all due probity , and purity. 

Such is the character , and stoey? ^ = 
Of the brown Israelites , before 'ye. v 
But, now ,. no family at prayers, 
Is half so regular as theiiw , 
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And none* 9o -fond of bam , and pork ; 
On Saturdays , the ladles work , 
The men , on Sundays , never play , 
Nor break the christian sabbath day. 
Nay , Miss ( the fact well known , and true is ) , ; 
^ould rather Gentile be, than Jewess. 
JThis may be- land ' of milk , and' honey j. 
Bnt 'tis- na* Iknd fbr matrimony : 
And much' I fear; the lovesick dame" 
Mu$t back ta Bristol ; as she came 9 
Tp sigh the Ibng nights , to her pillow, 
And deck herself with the green willow. 

Toalinghave these Jews teased, and vexed ur, 
Tis high time , they should' make iheir Exodus^ 
But. if they wvm't , we'Uieave 'em here , 
As we have much to do , elsewhere ; 
And , if you think , they've got enougli , 
Well now proceed to other stuff: 
And cunnihg-^ Isaac must excuse , 
If here we make him our adieus. 

Now farewell', cousin , fo^ my next 
A man of Kent shall give the text. 
He's one of our -most evil doers 
And greatest men here. — I am yours*,*^ 
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The ball. — English iq iHeirGnery. — Disguises. — - ^T»> 
LUjiTEiR. — Cut in Kent. — The -prison, the only house 
in that county where he would be received. -^ Cheatiog 
a friend ^ndiobbing aft Orphan. — Speculating with other 
peo|^e*8 money , or a conte&ted election.— What waul4 
have been the effect if he had succeeded. — ^Tream^ntof 
his mother -in-law. — -> As much of the rSture in his famity 
as in hers. — The unfortunate pony. — Snug and secuii^ 
without the walls. — A dupe at play. — Different sorts of 
rogues.— Courted asa patron.-^John Bull notfutidiour^ 

^ and an Ox taken in by an ass. 



Klsc. Vous avez/dit c» coup smts wmt donrrer au diahUf 
Lbl. Otti. Dluntour si subtil m'nuroiS'tueru capable?'- 

MoLiiai. 



Dear cousin , if you've not been madft- 

Too weary , by our promenade , 

ni take you with me , to the ball ; ' 

Where we shall see the English , all 

In finest bibs , and tuckers dressed i - . - * 

Wives., maids , and widows in their best j.; 
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■Where men , as timorous as rabbits ^ 

And of exceeding peacefiil habits , 

Appear in military coats ' , 

Bucks dandy , hopned'bucks , and^Kuck goat& ' ' 

'Tis not a masquerade , observe , 
Nor yet , a thing that may deserve 
The name of fancy ball , altho' 
Something of each 9 for people go 
In strange disguises , priests like laymen , 
Poltroons in scarlet , and coarse draymen ** 
In rich embroidery , while jews 
The christian habit boldly use , 
As every Hebrew doca*, that rich is ; 
Jerries; dressed'manfully in breeches 
Which they must not put on at home ; 
Wives too , in petticoats , and dumb , 
Who small clothes wear , in their own houses.,, ' 
And' talk , to deafen their poor spouses; ' 

One of the best disguises here ' 

Is yonder wretched volunteek , 
That conscience stricken — ^looking man' 
So sickly , lean , so pal^ , and wan , 
Whose dress is a gay regimienta^ ; ' } 

But whose face tells , that he has spent all* = 

He's of the charity comnaittee ; • /-^ 

But ak ! my cousin , what a pity V ' ■ -'' 
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That charity can't ^ in his case , 

Nor yet can uniforms , and lace 

His multitude of sinS) conceal , 

Or the deep weunds of conscience , heaL 

fiis is a Canterbury tale, or 

'The story of one , whom the gaoler 

Is looking out for , now , in Kent , 

To lodge.him. snug , dnd free of rent : 

38ut he. would roam , this wide world oTeft 

rSooner than show his nose in Dorer, 

There's , in the county , just one doer 

Would open to hkn , and no more , 

And that's a door , that , if he passed^ 

Would close again , to keep him fast. 

The worthy Kentish men l«ok shy 

On him , «nd give him the .go by- 

How odd I to kick up such A:dust^ 

Wov such a triflipg breatsh of trust , 

.-Cfieating ajreind.^ if^n off his guards 

•Or robbing his young orphan ward. 

Was not the money wisely spent^ 

To buy a seat in parliament? 

Jf , to buy. seats 9 folks may be said , 

When , tho'the purchase moiiey*^ piudj 

No seat is , afterall , ^obtained / 

Hot ,Any useful object g«dx%ed ; 
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But they fall to the ground, like fooW' 
That take a seat between two stools : 
Tis buying a pig , in a poke'; 
Tis spending cash , te purchase smoke : 
And those , who do it , find , too late , 
That they ^didwrong , to speculate , 
And may be , very feirly , matched 
With folks , that chickens sell , unhatched. 

But y>after all , was he to blame-, 
If the electors -chose to name 
An honest man , to represent 
Their interest , in parliament? 
He was unlucky. , but suppose 
That he had. triumphed o'er his foes , 
Become a mem^r , and could vote . • 
Backwards , and forwards , turn his coat , 
And rat , or stick through thick , and tfam^ 
To those that happened to be in, 
A thing to play on , like a jBute , 
If it could anypui'pose suit. 
What then might be his situation? 
Would he not equal be , in station 
To minister , or secretary 
Political ,► or qiilitaxy? 
Might he not manage to secure 
Some pension , or muj 









THIS CANTBmBOaT TAtB. So 

And mighty lie not live , 5afe from writi , 

And with his creditors , cry quits , 

Having no more , from bums , to fear p 

In Canterbury town , than here ? 

Or might he not , with better face , 

111 treat the woman , in that case » 

O'er whom , he tyrannises now ? 

I mean the mother of hisjivw. — r 

Poor fat old housekeeper ! I pity her , 

They say she's good. Tho' some *pe wittier | 

More civilised , and more polite , 

Is that a reason he should bite , 

And snarl , like an ungracious cur ^ 

At the kind , tho' fat hand of her , 

Whose goodness holds it out , to feed 

Him , and his chddren , in their need ; 

Tho' he may Cjall that hand , a fist , 

Without it , he could not exist : 

And what's the difference of their blood ? 

Is not her puddle jrste as good 

As his ? for , fifty years ago , 

Who knew , if such folks lived, or no? 

Might not our hero , if elected , 

Most naturally have expected 

To keep his coaches, horses, gigff, 

As members ^o ^ who are not whigs > 
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Alaking the nation pay th*expence , 

T*upho]d his pride and consequence ? 

Instead of one poor wretched pony , 

Hired by the month , for little money , 

And kept , half starred , as IVe he0rd tell , or 

Ungroomed, unlittered , in a cellar , 

Condemned to carry on it's back , 

A wife , as heavy as a pack , 

And daughters , very near as stout , 

With sons^ taking it turn about , 

For eight hours, eveiy day , at least , 

To work , aiid weary , the poor beast ? 

And this is what our hero 's come to, 

Altho* it was a pretty sum , too , 

That he . so infamously , fobbed , 

When the poor orphan child was robbed. 

But thus it every day arrives ^, 

And wealth ill gotten , never thrives. 

So , here we have him , pennyless ; 

But with a comfortable mess , 

Good clothes , a good house , extra muros , 

Where Belgian laws from writs secure us , 

"Quite safe from Bum , or legal terrier , 

A little way beyond the barrier : 

Yet , still in Kent some wags will reckon him . 

for , they say , he lives now 'by becken/iam: 



ISut tlien , in such good stile , he liVes , 
Such dinners j balls , and routs , he gives > 
Ready , at whist , to make a party , 
Or play , with sharpers , at ^carter , 
Who blame him not , for being dull ^ 
Provided that his purse is full ; 
Who , if the cash be his , don*t care , 
Or is supplied by his belle-mire ; 
While he's the first in a society 
Where we're such sticklers for propriety, 
That we will cut , without compassiOB i 
And vote a poor Inan out fashion , 
Who sports no money but his own , 
If he , for two days , should postpone 
The settling of some nlly bet , 
Or payment of his gaming debt » 
Where many a reputation's lost , 
Through some ill wind that stops the post. 

But why , you'll ask , is he so stupid ' 
To let himself at cards be duped ? 
If he had wit to rob the Ward , 
Why not to play a winning card? 
Is't not a dLQTerent thing , my cousin. 
Children , and card players to cozen? 
You may do one , if you've th'intehtiioii , 
For t'other , jou must luiye iiivexitiott; , 
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The man that trusts you with the care 

Of what he loves , his wealth , his heir , 

Must think you just , and so depend 

Upo^ the honor of' a friend ; 

But when you game , they strictly watch you. 

And , if you cheat , they'll often catch you , 

To rob a friend , one needs not wit , 

At play , without it , you get bit. 

The coward thief takes to his heels , 

Who , from the unsuspecting , steals-— ^ 

One snatches off a womans sliawl 

In some dark lane , by some dead wall , 

Who h^s not the bold art to rob 

The watch from the well guarded fob* 

Thus thieves have Afferent sorts of mierit; 

Some sneaking , Mhers rogues (^spirit , > ^ 

But there are fifty stupid thieves , . ; . ? 

For one who skilfiilly deceives , 

Our great insolvent is so smooth f 

So mild , and civil , that forsooth , ! 

Youd'd never think he could do wyong r : !.' 

Nor butter melt , upon his tongue ^ > . . , ^^ 

Andhehas merit, to t^nfi ' . ^ 

For twice the wrong , that he has done f 

For if his honor's problematical , - • - « 

His relatives are diplomatical : ...... i 



So lie can always 'Jbe of use, •* •■ y '' 

And favoi'ably introduce . . * ' ' ^ 

Your wife , or daughter ^ when jou- Te fimshed Mr« 
To the proud lady of the miimter ; '^ . • 

Ott'iS your soiii waais a comoMiioil , '^ 

And<w0uld , a royal dvke petition » ■ ' '\ 

Hell send yonr ktter , through his brother ^ 
So , 'twill be read — ^like any other , 
And , ten to one , the youth is noted 
Bhre hundred down , to be promoted. 
Why not then , if the man's so civil , 
Light up a taper to the devil ? 
Why mind a scandalous report , 
When one may have a friend at court? 

John Bull is no fastidious caviller , 
And never asks a fellow traveller , 
That's thrown into his way, by chance , 
In England , here , or yet in France , 
How he contrived his purse to fill , 
But , if 'tis full , takes nothing ill. 
Tis thus 9 a man , however dull , 
With money , plays upon John Bull. 

But what an ally for the stupid , 
Is the sly little devil , Cupid , 
Assisted , by that cruxming f6i . 
A jackass may take ffl i»^ Mr .^ 

i. 
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» Here let me end ( Fm in a hurry ) 
This pilgrimage to Canterbury. 
I have a different sort of rogue 
In view , that's just as much in vogue , 
"With whose description , I intend 
To fill my next — ^farewell ! 

Your freind., 
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LETTER V. 



THE T7ATVRALISED Eff GLISBMAIf. 
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Reasons for meDtioning him.-^-His character .r-Whjr^ufier'* r 
ed in society. --His history , getting into the British ser- 
vice accounted for.—- A word in jastice to other German 
officers. —A humble tribute of respect and affection to a 
gallant Prince. — Courtship and Matrimony. «i- A mistress. 
-—Foreign title and English citizenship.— rHospitality and 
its motives. — Cleverness at the gaming table. — Steward 
at balls. — Abused yet courted. — Received as a British 
officer. — Character not known to his M***y, 

• 

O I MAJOR tandem parcas insano mihosi. 

HoK. sat. 

The next , that Fm about to mention ^ 

Is one that merits our attention , 

Not for his qualities alone , 

But because here he's so much known ; 

No stranger stops , even for a day , 

In Brussels , that does not hear say 

Something , of this most vile of sinners , 

His wickedness , his wine , and dinners. 

But infamy is nothing here , 

The thing is , where to find good cheer : 
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The fellow , too , is such a shot, « ■ 

Possessing , what sonie here. do not , 

G)urage to bear the smell of powder ; 

That tho* the. tongue of fame spoke iouder ^ 

About his meanness , crimes , aad vices , 

And tho' the company so nice is , t t I 

In Brussels , as. to who are fit 

For men of honor to admit 

Into society V not one 

Will tell this sharper to be gon^e , , . ^ 

Or tliinks of kicking him down stairs , 

Or , from the club room window , dares 

To fling him , when detected cheating , 

Lest he should offdt' them a meeting , 

Where he might pay 'em back in lead , 

And with a bullet in the head , 

For all the gold , that he had won. 

TTis safer , tho' you know you're done ^ 

To bear your loss , and to keep quiet , 

Than with a bully have a riot. 

But let us trace from his beginnings » 
This man , so famous for his winnings t 
His tricks , and shifts ^ and his Sauterae | 
His calculations for the teme , 
And knack of palming, « voyeziien » • 
His ordinaire for Bordeaux vin i 
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His seven , or eleven tongues , 
Enough to wear out stronger hings i 
For this one man's eternal babble 
Is worse than all the t6ngues of Babel. 

About some thirty years ago , 
There was a sort of rage , you know ^ 
Among the british gens de guerre , 
For every thing that had the air 
Of being German , — tacties , dresa^ 
Hussars from Hanover , and Hesse , 
Mustachios , whiskers ^ Prussian pipe^r. 
With lace , in many thick laid stripes , 
And long tailed mare$ , for our remounts ; 
Then , self called Barons , hungry Counts , 
Whose baronies , and counties lie 
No one knows where , — all in my eye! 
Into our service got admission , 
Without much trouble , on petition , 
Swarming among us , just like hornets ^ 
Captains , field Officers , and Comets : 
Twas then our hero got promotion , 
Who since has shown so much devotion 
For all great wigs , And his superiors 
Such taste for kissing their' p — -rs , 
That he has reached a rahk\*kt lasi, 
He never thought of in times past f 
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For having once got the first lift , 
He rose , by cunning , and by thrift , 
A harper among fl^ts and spdonS , 
That pigeoned all the young dragoons* 

But while I thus expose a greek , 
One word^ I diould in justice speak , 
And , with trvi€ satisfaction , OWH 
How many Germans I have known 9 
Of noble name , of real rank , 
Whom Britons mLUSt be proud to thank ^ 
As having , for cAA England's good , 
Shed , in the war field , their best blood. 
Who , Without praise , could speak of men 
Like Kieimansegge , and Linsingen , 
Who helped us to defend our Island , 
With Bock y and Arentchild , and By land? 
Can we recal , without a tear , 
The memory of one so dear 
As princely Brunswick , to om* hearts , 
Whose death , even now , a pang imparts , 
Spite of the glory of his end? 
Britons still weep for Britain's friend. 

But there was one young gallant stranger 
That fought with us , in times of danger , 
Whom I would speak of here with praise, 
Did I not know my humble lays 
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Unworthy of so great a name ; 

For history alone may claim 

To tell his glory , through all time , 

Yet let me tell , in this dull rhime » 

( As one , that all his valor knew 9 

Long ere he b}ed at Waterloo , 

ETen when he made hfs first campaign . 

Fighting for freedom , and for Spain ) 

That he whose courage we admired 

In earlier days , has since inspired 

Our English hearts , with true affection , 

And gratitude , for the protection 

The generous hospitiJity , 

The kindness , and the courtesy , 

As strangers we experience here. 

In this , believe me , Fm sincere , 

And , but too feebly , have expressed 

Wliat , all who know him can attest. 

Tho' Royal William's name shall be 
Coupled , by Fame , with Victory , 
Through many ^ges ypt to com^ ; , 
Still shall he , in the hearts of some , 
Rememb^ed be , with fond delight , 
And with a glory , if less bright , 
Yet full as pure , for being kind , 
And good ,, andlijieral , for a mind 
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With every manly, virtue stored. 

Such IS Ihe prince ahnost adored 
' Throughout this haj^y land ; where we i 
Live not less happy , nor less free . / 

Than in old England. -—But I'm wroDg. ' J 
To dwell upon such themes so long : A 

5ome modern Yii^il should reheai&o 
A theme too noble ft)r my verse , 
Which jingles , not like gold , but copper. 
My motley maskers are the proper 
Subjects , for this my Shrovetide letter * , 
And suit my merry muse much better : ' 

So let me back , and lead my hero 
Through love's fond maze , oh dear ! oh dear f ob ! 
And tell how saxon charlatan , 
A smart , tho' not 4 handsome man , 
With one of many tongues , so glib], 
Attacked , and won his gentle rib , . 
His hebrew wife , his hairen Jewess , 
With her some thousazfcd pounds , he tod is 
As much a Jew , And not less barren y • 
For no young Baronness , or Baron ' 
Has yet , tp crown thier loves ,*appetMdr ^* 
Nor ever will, 'tis to be feared. *^ 

The Dandy whb , at sixty two , 
With lawful wife /aitd mistress too ^ - ~ '- 
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One at each side tlie Nanrar gmte v 
Finds neither of them in the state . " 
That women wish to be, they s^ v " i 

Who love thier lords , despairing may • 
Lament his i«7Y}ny extinct , 
And that he's , to no purpose » linked 
Either with Jewess, or yoa^afVi'-, 
Orany«lse, — it wont do now. ■ / 

Some think a lady is ill used , ' ^ ' 

Who buys a man , to be amused , •> 

If he , because she^s not a tooth 
To fence in her long tongue, forsooth » 
Or yet , because she'« growing old , • 
Should spend in reveling , her gold , 
Or , when her heart's a Uttle bonyy r 

Should lay out all the purdiase money . 
To keep , i^ stile-, o young saubrelte; 
While she , a widowed wife , may fret , 
And pine away , in tears , and sighs u \- 

The long night , €is , akme , she lie9. 
But tho* all this may shock another ^ 
Tis all the same , to madam's brother , ^ 

Who laughs at all the rights of mariage 
And , for his doxy , keeps a carriage ; / 

While his g«od woman's pride is hurt 
By trudging through the mud , and dirt. . 

6 
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Tis thus our hero at his ease is , 
Left to keep women , if he pleases, 
Because his beaufrhre, sunk in vice 
Just like himself, must not be nice. 

Excuse me, cousin , if IVe missed all 
His doings , when at Bath , and Bristol , 
To set him gently down at Brussels , 

•- Where he , so dear , his wine to us sells : 
For , up to every dirty work ^ 
He takes commission on a cork , 
And lodgings lets ; a speculation 
Worthy his general reputation. 

'Tis certain he was born somewhere ; 
But he seems backward to declare 
What country owns him ^ and ashamed 
When , as a foreigner , he's named , 
Among the English , always telling 

][^ How long , among us , he's been dwellings 
And how he has been <( Natui^ised » ; 
At this , 'no doubt , you'll be surprised ; 
Since , at the same time , he's so proud 
Of a vain title ( disallowed 
By those who knew him , as plain Mistar^ 
When he espoused old — *s sister) ; 
With which he's dubbed himself ^ o&late^ 
Making a lady of his mate. ^ - 
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$ut 1 sboiild half my oi)ject miss , 
Describing such a man as this , 
If I should fail te warn the strangef 
Of all the risks , and all the dangei^ 
Attending his acquaintance , how 
Unintroduced , with cringing bow , 
He can wind round you , till he gets 
You once entangled in his nets, 
And how , with words , as sweet as honey , 
He borrows all y<Hir ready money , 
And gives you many an invite 
To dine , and drink with him, all night; 
But tho* you should a hundred lend , 
His hospitality will end, 
And you will never pass his door j 
When you ean give , or lend no more ; 
This lis his plan , for those who won't 
In gambling lose ta him their blunt ; 
But for the gamester , and imprudent 
Youth , in ^carter T\\\e% a student , 
He has his tricks , to make things sure ; 
His wine , and dinners are the lure 
Held out to all that lose , or lend , 
Or have a little cash to spend ; 
To all great men , or those whom he 
May fancy great ; for he can't see 
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The difTerence , for want of tact , 
Between the gentlemaH , in fact , 
And the pretender to gentility. 
But if 9 for tkis , he wants ability , 
In sum dings , he is more than clever ; 
For he can win , at cards , for ever , 
Can cut , and shuffle , like a juggler , 
Knowing what time false ones to smuggle , av 
Turn honors , by some slight of hand , 
Which come , and go 9 at his command , 
And , if yon catch him at his tricks , 
Instead of five cards , holding six 4 , 
Or scoring false, you can't accuse^ 
What his bad sight may well excuse* 
He talks > ta cover his intention , 
Like jugglers, taking your attention 
To what he says , from what he does'^ 
With unintelligible buz. 
A good confederate , or two 
Oft aid in what he has to do. 

Yet this man here the fashion leads » 
And is much courted , for his feeds* ». 
Or , if the English give a baU , 
There is not one , among them aU r^ ^ 
More buzy as a commissaire , 
Or one with more coAcieited air*. , 
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From this yk might wellbe supposed" * 
The fellow never was eicposed , 
Nor of mal-practices suspected ; ^ ' ' ' ^ 
But lived in honor s^andrespeetedr ' ' ' '* 
Yet. tifl not so , yofu'A be amused 
To hear , how mach be is abused^ * * 

Behind his baoL , for , in this place , 
None dare oflend him , to his face , 
He's hated ., and demised ; yet they 
Who rail at him the most to day , 
To morrow, at his house will dine. 
Such is the force of play , and wine 
On minds more base , and despicable ' 

Than his ; who bids^ them to his table. 

The british coat , which he disgraces, 
Procures him^ entrance to some places , 
Where J but for that , he never could 
Wilh all his impudence , intrude: 
But were his infamy once known 
To the good prince , that fills the throne 
Of Belgium, spite of all his kind 
And liberal nature , I'm inclined 
To think , oiir hero would receive 
A gentFe hint , a speedy leave 
Of absence , from the Brussels court ^ 
Or be commanded to expert - - 

6. 
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His person , with his wife , and mistress , 
For all his british rank >«nd his dress. 

Why should not princes cut a hruwe. 
Whatever the Tank that he nury.iiave , -i 
Who , when he likes to do the thing , 
Turns up the Quern, or cuts the King ? 
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•. .. / • . . -. . ..'■// 

TBSim CATHOLIC KAIISTIBI* ■ '^'^ 



Ferdinand and Isabella. — Pride and potato*. — - The lad> 
of the Lake. — A Milesian. — Ablution and absolution*. 
•»A man of odd. habits.— Has an advantage in point oC 
character over his brother. — Sister and nieces , how li- 
ying.—- Balls and feeds given at a distance from hungry 

' creditors and starving relatives. — Notoriety chicfl/' 
•wing to his brother- r-. Jack and Tom Thurtell. — The 
G^lonehand the ILnight. «— AlFs not gold that glitters. 

XfiVfftq wofyei rayTA k ai^u xSXof* 
Akvl : lib. ix 

The wags call these , their gate i^ic majesties > 
And , as I live . the thing no bad jest is ; 
For who e'er saw his , or her fellow , 
Since Ferdinand , and Isabella i. 
Castile , and Arragon , or rather 
Cast steel , and arrogance together : 
For where can arrogance be found, 
In female bosom ^ to abound 
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More than m hers , whose gr^e.ful make 

Proclaims the Lady of^te lake , 

Whose tongue's as full of brogue, and blarney. 

As any tongue about Killarmy.j^ n 

And sure no steel Toledan blade ' , 

So long , and stiff, was ever piade, 

As this great grandson of Miletus } ^^ 

So full of pride , and of potatos 4 : 

Tet 9 notwithstanding his rich blood , 

Pride , and potatos , are not food 

To fatten on , for he's as lean 

A personage , as e'er was seen. 

But whence is all this pride , you'll say , 
Are not some here , as great , as they , 
By birth as noble , and as high 
As they , in rank , and dignity? 
There are , my cousin , you are right , 
But these love to keep out of sight , 
And are not often to be met 
Frequenting any of the set 
That I'm describing — ^but retired 
They live , unnoticed , yet admired ; 
Men of unblemished reputatiwi , 
In Brussels , court a private station , 
And ladies too — ^But they're less common » 
!Who' think 'tis the best praise of W€<iiua ^^ ; . . 
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Rot to be spoken of at all , 
Either with honey , or with gall. 

But; when the others we review, 
The Papist , Protestant , or Jew , 
We shj^ll find none , that may compare 
In grandeur , with this royal pair ; 
For he's as much of a patrician 
s As Saint Partricrus was , whose miaBiOfi 
To Erin , 's not of older date , 
Than this king's title , and estate , 
And , 'tis averred , that one may trace 
Something of his great name , andrace^ 
In history , or fable's page , 
As far back as the golden age . 

But then neHHtys the unica^ 
Virtus of one, yfkosejides punicat 
Would make us doubt of what he saith ^. 
And think him not o(lto man faith ^ 
Nay , truly , 'tis my own opinion 
That he's a real Carthaginian ;' 
Tho' ancient Carthage , had no foemw 
So bitter , as your ancient Roman. 

But , be that as it may , ablution , 
Or whitewashing ydinA absolution 
From all one's debts , or one's crimes , 
Are not thought quite the thing ,'$ometuttLe$v 
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By grumbling creditors , repenliug 
Thier easjjaith, or by dissenting , 
And rigid protestants . agreed 
With them , in some points of thier creed ; 
For both maintain this oiie , at least , 
*That , tho' commissioner , or priest , 
To sinner , or to debtor , say , 
Depart thee hence , and go thy way ^ 
And sin , or go in debt , no more ; 
They are but opening a door , 
For those that like it , to begin 
Once more , to go in debt , or sin. 

But , far be it from me , to write 9 
That one so newly washed , and white, 
Absolved so lately , and gazetted , 
Should sin again , or get indebted : 
Nay , I imagine , au contraire 
He now contrives , with prudent care j 
To cut fits coat, and breeches, both 
^yter the measure of his cloA. 
I can not swear it is-so , but 
I never saw so queer a cut 
For inexpressibles 9 or coat. 
Or castor either , 'tis the boat , 
Or something stranger still , betwixt 
The boat , and JoUifTe , or botk mixed. 
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This IS the man of habits odd. 
Just come among us , out of Quod 
Who's thought of consequence sufficient , 
To be a leading , and eflScient 
Committee man , or a ball steward ; 
As if, his having been immured 
So long , and in stone jug confined , 
Had only made him more refined , 
As if a prison were a crucible , * 
In which the rude ore is reducible , 
And whence the pure Gold is poured forth , 
Increased in weight , as well as worth. 

That he should think himself so high , 
Because , in swindlers hue and cry 9, 
He's not been spoken of , as yet , 
And only named in the gazette , 
Is no way strange , for as his brother 
Has figured in both one , and t'other , 
It is a source of honest pride , 
For one , to such a knave allied , 
That he himself, should simply pass 
For an insolvent , when , alas \ 
His brother's swindling reputation 
Is trumpeted throughout the nation , 
And through s6me neighbouring nations, toa^ 
Where folks have learned what he could do , 
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And where Us daughters , and his wife , 
Have led a sort of begging life. 
Half starving , and half clad , they hear , 
Not without many a bitter tear , 
What balls , in Brussels , we are giving , 
And in what stile their brother's living , 
How much their uncle is in fashion , 
Like many , in whose breasts compassion 
For other s woes , can find no place. 

Theirs is a 2)itiable 45ase ; 
Yet will the creditors , and others 
WhoVe suffered by these noble brothers , 
Think their own case is more unjust ; 
While , haply , supping on a crust , 
To which by bad debts they're reduced , 
The Brussels news is introduced , 
In which , they sorrowfully read 
Of some gay ball , or costly feed 
Given with their money , by their debtor , 
Who 5 spite of every dunning letter , 
Figures , secure from all attacks^ 
The Wellington of our AlnMck^s. 

I can pretend to direct no man's 
Choice , and that he should head the RoioaQS 
Does not sui^rise me , but I wonder 
At others to him Juiocking under ^ 
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That protestaj^t^ should be such gulls t « 

As to be ruled by Golden bulls ^^ y 

Tho' Goli'V^Siy break through prison waUs " ^ 

And , without Gold, one can't give balls , 

Yet some , who are , with Gold mecontens : 

Tho' fond enough » of argent compiani. 

Declare , it is a crying sin , 

That dancing folks shoidd not get in 

To balls , select , as is pretended , 

Unless , by Gold, they're recommended. 

This CdthoUc^s emensipation 
Should give example to the nation , 
And show how , when they find occasion , 
The gentlemen of his persuasion 
Can use thier freedom , and thier power \ 
Tho' they enjoy it, but an hour ". 

Now , you will ask , how it can be , 
That what regards such men as he , 
Should ever , as example serve , 
Or , by what means , he can deserve 
To be dragged out of his obscurity , 
And made known , to us , and futurity ; 
Since he's not handsome , xich , or witty , 
And I. iJbiO' of the select committee , 
No great distinction can he boast , 
From having , once , fiUed t^at hig[h post? 

• 7 
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Cousin , 'tis true , be might have been 
Unnoticed , in this moving scene , 
And lived , and died , unknown , unsung , 
If evil fame , with her foul tongue , 
Had not proclaimed his brouther*s shame^ 
And joined his , with a swindler's name , 
Who , haply , may die in his shoes ; 
'Then , all the world will ask for news 
Of his relations , what their station , 
Their character , and education? 
And what the state of their finances? 
For these , and other circimistances 
Relating to a swindler's story , 
Like his whose brother s now before'ye , 
Create an interest as great , 
And give the world as rich a treat , 
And just as good a moral teach , 
As a confession , or last speech. 

As , when Jack Thurtell's life was taken , 
His lucky brother saved his bacon , 
And came out, whitewashed, and scot fi*ee, 
Tho' guilty , in a less degree , 
How crammed the papers were with tales 
About his familly , details 
Concerning him , and his , for weeks , 
How Jack, and Tom, both bacame greeks. 
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So when the Coloners story's told , 
The public Will seek to get hold 
Of the' ana of a certain knight , 
Who turns out , so clean washed , and white , 
And men will doubt whom they should most 
Admire , the poor Knight of the post , 
Or the now rich, proud, knight his brother ; 
So little one differs from t'other 
In disposition , tho' in face 
He that is most of a 'scape-gi*ace 
Is handsomest — ^nor does he di*ess 
To such a quizzical excess , 
Looking so queer , from heel to cape , 
With castor of such monstrous sliape , 
To make one ask , — who's he that passes? 
And dandies cock their quizzing glasses. 
But , cousin , can we think him wise , 
Who to make people curious , tries , 
And ask , — who's that odd looking man , sir? 
Wlien one can give no other answer 
Than this , * ' he's brother to a knave , 
Tho' he's so long , stiff, proud , and grave , 
And he is just come out of gaol , 
Tho' heir to an estate in tail , 
And lives in stile here , and forgets 
That those who owe , should pay theii' debts. " 
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Won't men thmk , when the facts they're told , 

That all that glitters y is not Gold ? 

Adieu , my cousin , for today : 

I'm tired , and have no more to say. 



LETTER VII. 



THE GRETKA MABBIAGE AND THE 
BRIDE'S MOTHER. 



A daughter driven from home by her mother's ill temper.— 
Follows an example twice given. — False judgment fre* 
quently passed by the world. — ^Why the daughter is more 
to blame than the mother. — Family manoeuvring frus* 
trated. — A frail fair one*s feelings hurt by the neglect of 
others, equally frail, but more cautious. Crim con^ a 
skaiter, a plajrer, a guardsman, dies in prison for my 
lady. — Who is visited by a beautiful woman , of irre- 
proachable character. — One word of Jerry. — His mean- 
ness in going to the houses of men whose wives wont visit 
his. — Vainly hopes to be respected in Brussels. — Why 
talked of so little, and his wife so much. 

Occatio, locus, cetas^ maler, cufussub imperioest^ mala. 

TsHBHCB. 

C!ousm , you've heard , how gardener's sou 
To Gretna , with fair lady , run ; 
But you've not heard , from what a home 
Was one so young compelled to roam , 
Nor , how the business was contrived , 
Or , why such hurry to be wived. 

7- 
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You shall know all ; but first we'll trace 
A little back , the skittish race. 
Observe yon proud , and painted dame , 
Whom forty winters could not tame ; 
A daughter natural was she , 
Yet , strange to say , she's said to be 
A mother most unnatural , 
And to have caused her daughter's fall 
By the mad fury of her temper. 
Poor thing ! a line of twisted hemp , op 
A husband was her sole resource , 
And she preferred the last , of course , 
Why should the daughter be too nice, 
Whose mother gave th'example twice ? 
And gratified, with equal haste , 
A girlish whim, and woman.'s taste. 
Her Cupid was a garden god ' ; 
Is it not therefore rather odd , 
Somewhat severe , and even hard , in her , 
To blame her daughter's choice . — A gardener ? 
Did not the mother take a brace 
Of husbands to her soft embrace? 
And if from looks , we thoughts divine , 
Or know a pot house , by the sign , 
Or , by the plumage , tell the bird , 
She's ready , now , to take a thu-d ; 
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If h^ good man should chance to die , 

And give the opportunity. 

Her mother's memory is branded , 

Because her marriage was left handed , 

Because she the same favors sold , 

That her proud daughter bought , for gold. 

How often , in this world of error , 
Is honor viewed through falsehood's mirror? 
How often does the wealthy knave , 
In heart a coward , and a slave ^ 
Pass for a man of honor nice , 
Of morals tainted by no vice ; 
Because no hazard can disclose , 
And he's not tempted to expose 
The inward meanness of his soul ; 
While all the world can pick a hole 
In many an honest fellow's coat , 
Who , sailing in an ill found boat , 
Has met with storms upon his way ; 
Yet , boldly , midst the dashing spray , 
With honor's compass for his guide , 
Steers safely , through misfortune's tide? 
How oft some hapless orphan maid , 
Who has erred once , or but once strayed , 
From virtue's path , from honor s laws , 
To nature yielding , or because 



Sharp want oppressed , or man deceived ; 

Because die loved , and so believed , 

Is by that world despised , and scorned , 

Which one less fair would have adorned 5 

While she , who can afford to buy 

Men wholesale , and to gratify , 

With legal forms , a baser passion , 

Is courted flattered and in fashion? 

Our haughty fair one blames her daughter ; 

Tho' she has , by example , taught her 

How girls , that have estates , and money ^ 

May please themselves in matrimony : 

Tis true her husbands vfere patrician , 

And gentlemen of good condition. 

The first was handsome , of strong make , 

And , what the women call , a rake : 

The second , much more mild, and meek^ 

And somewhat of a Jerry Sneak ; 

Yet he is not i 1 looking neither , 

A girl might be content with either : 

But what a difference , between 

A gay red coat , and apron given I 

Had her beau-pere ne'er 'tilled a garden , 

Or been a runaway Church warden, 

The damsel might expect a pardon , 
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For going off with her adorer ^ 

As her good mother did before her , ' 

For having fled , without her clothes , 

And creeping , as the story goes , 

In smock , and petticoat of flannel , 

Through chamber door , by broken pannel « 

Obliged to put a coat of his on , 

When 5 at midnigt , she broke her prison , 

Flying , ere one had time to say 

Jack Robinson , and got away. 

How oflen is mistaken man 
Deceived , in his most deep laid plan? 
The conqueror , th'ambitious great , 
Have , each known fortune for a cheat ; 
The statesman , and the lord's anointed , 
Have , each in turn , been disapointed , 
Alike the plotters , and sage movers 
In Utile family manoeuvres , 
Are doomed to see theu' projects crossed , 
And years of hope for ever lost. 

Where there is honorable dealing , 
The kind of heart can not help feeling 
Some touch of pity , for a mother , 
Whose child , by some ill chance , or other , 
Turns a deaf ear to duty's voice , 
And by a silly , wanton choice , 
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A thoughtless act , to be lamented 

The more , because 'tis oft repented, 

Not only hurts her own good name , 

But covers a whole house with shame ; 

But when the man , who sold himself 

From base , and sordid love of pelf, 

Who, for her gold , wed a virago , 

( Such lengths don't meanness every day go ) 

Would force a girl to give her hand 

To one , that loved her , for her land , 

As he her mother , and abuse 

A parent's power , to make her chuse 

A husband , who was his relation , 

For whom , she felt no inclination , 

And when a mother could consent 

To be an aiding instrument ^ 

In such a sordid , shabby plot. 

Pity who may ! for I cannot ; 

For such as these Fve no compassion . 

But I have talked of madam's fashion , 
And said , that one , so ill reported , 
Was flattered here , and even courted. 
It w^as too much , her haughty pride , 
Even here , is sadly mortified. 
• As through the scale of life , we see 
From highest , to the last degree ^ 



THE GRBTNA MAUIIAGE. 7 J 

How the strong trample on the weak , 

How the proud lord it , o'er the meek , 

And , as the despot of a nation 

Looks down upon the next in station , 

And he upon the lowly born , 

With not more pride of heart , and scorn , 

Than does the servant of a slave 

On him , whose fate it is to have 

The lowest place in life of all , 

Who to no greater depth can fall. 

So , in the scale of female honor , 
One falls , another falls upon her , 
From the frail beauty , in the streets , 
That sells her charms , to all she meets , 
Who's viewed with scorn , by the kept madam^ 
To the wife , who can't tell , from Adam , 
By whom her young ones are begotten , 
Whose guilt , tho' known , is oft forgotten ; 
At least , when the good man allows 
Himself to be duped , by his spouse , 
Who , in her turn , is not afraid , 
Unless of some severe old maid : 
For these are , among womankind , 
The greatest tyrants , th*at we find. 
Like kings , they are alone supreme^ * 

Inspiring fear , if not esteem 9 



They can be $pifcofiil^ with impilnityipr^ir.Mt) \\i^ 
And seldom misr the opportuniti^^Mi :'ii»».« iivi< T 
But , h^^pily, nor g^ms 1 iior«goU,'i.iiv. t<\v\^ 
Are half so rQpe<>i as maid' that's, olduff'} \ m\ MV^i 
*Tis they , who whisper^ while at t^a w ^ •• ' " '»»» ^ 
How via their vcbDsa , the^r* chanced to see .*• t .^ 
A soldier take a lady's Inu^r. .. i 

And billet doux , within it., stuff,. ^ . • !' 

As if it were , a postmans's sack ; .«'}./ 

Then grinning , bow , and give it back , # ; i 
Thinking too much of number one , / . 

To mind the host of lookers on , ■ 
Who , on the public boulevards , , . / 

Saw , how the lovers played their cards. . .^/\\ 

Now tho' all this is told of Polly , . 
Tho' every body knows her folly , 
Tho' all the town says she, is frail , /. 

And holds no high place , in the scale . . / 

Of virtue, yet as hev fa^x pcuf *. r. 

Were without scandal , or eclat : ^> 

She , to see madam , n/ever goes . //' 

But , with a sneer , turns up her nose 
Because my lady bad a bastard , ^ 
That could not ,: on her spouse be plastiBxed , 
For why? because he was away ; ; ' .iT 

While'PoUy got'ewi^ every daj^ . . 



': * 
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But thought no body was the wiser , 

That none might venture to surmise : or 

Guess , what she did , while she was living 

With her good man , who'd no misgiving : 

And , truly , Polly has some reason 

For mounting the high , horse , that she's on^ 

For , tho' Sipthorp's a cuckold , ass , she 

May be excused her peches caches » : 

No jury , for her virtue lost , 

£*er gave^i^e iliousand pounds , with cost. 

No poor crim con. defendant died 

For her, a prison wall inside; 

No stage player y hojamous skaiier. 

Was sacrificed to celebrate her : 

She , too discreetly played her cards , 

To run the gauntlet with the guards. 

A husband to a gown tail pinned , is 

Not like a husband in the Indies , 

Aud wives so circiunstanced , give handle ^ 

If they lie m , for talk and scandal } 

We must believe in Hohenlohe , 

Joanna Southcot , and Shiloh , 

In miracles performed by letter , 

And many other wonders yet , or 

We can't uphold my lady's fame , 

Or Polly think so much to blame. 

8 
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She copies the tat wife of Kent , 
And fatter itnorther , who ne'er lent 
The sanction of their countenances , 
To dinner parties , routs ; or dances 
By Madam give^ , nor eyer graced 
Her porter's list , with names so chaste, 

As men , who are most free froom guile , 
Are readiest on rogues to ^mile , 
And those , who're not depraved , or vicious , 
Are , oftentimes , the least suspicious , 
So are those women most indulgent , 
Whose virtues are the most refulgent. 

See yonder wife , so young and fair , 
Whose noble , i|nd yet modest air , 
Bespeak her virtues , end her race ; 
Beautyholds but ^ second place 
In her perfections , for her mind 
Is goodne^ , with good sense combined. 
Mark you not her fine eye's expression » 
Not such as seemiB to make confession 
Of wanton thought , for conc[uest seeking ^ 
But such as , a pure heart bespeaking , 
With kindness beams , yet can repress 
With dignitz ; and conscious]aess 
Of innocence^ man's too free glance f. 
And all impertinent advance? 
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.... * 

8he*s rich in each accomplishmeiit 
That can give woman oriiament , 
And what's worth all her birth ,. and hlood , 
Her mother taught her to be good: 
Yet she don'tjseek to be severe , 
But sees my lady , without fear » 
Conscious of her own worth , she deems ; 
Elach female here 9 is what she seems ; 
Knowing , whate'er their character , 
STo censure can attach to her. 

I love the heart that reasons sO 1 
Whether it reason right , or no , 
And ^et , methinks , I'd rather she 
Should not frequent such company ; 
Not that , for her , there's any danger 
From bad example 9 but a stranger 
That knew her not , might apprehend., 
Perhapb , she was my lady's friend. 

But now one word , and only one^ 
Of Jerry's meanness , and I've done , 
Tho' Sipthorp's wife won't come near his , it^ 
Is known , that he , and Sipthorp , visit ^ 
And Jerry never leaves him out 
At dinner , supper , ball , or rout. 
But 'tis in vain , by every art , he 
Tries to have FoUy of the party. 



J- .: 
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The KentiA exfle tooVmvittd '^ ' • '^^ *-* 
Tho' Madam , by his spmae , K sf^^'d ; '* ^ 
Sncbicihr deiiTth of re^ec^tatle , " ' 

And welidresMd men '} to >ffll clneVtaI>!e*^ 
But Jerry sees not how he's lowered , 
By cringing to a rogae , and coward , 
Who treat his house like some low hell , 
Estaminet, or some bordel; 
Where men may go , to drink , and reyel , 
To gamble , or to play the devil ; 
But where they would not , for their lives , 
Present their daughters, or their wives. 

Such is the man , who dares expect , 
Ei^n in this sink, to meet respect ; 
Tho'of the readiest to judge 
Uncharitably , and to grudge 
His neighbors their good name , because 
Such scandal on himself he draws. 

You'll think it strange Fve said so little 
Of this poor , easy , hen-pecked Wittol a ^ 
And yet so much about his wife. 
The fact is this , upon my life ! 
Some husbands are as little thought on , 
As if some women were without one , 
They Wy that, and lady tkis'd are , 
YHiile no one thinks of simple mister. 



Especially , iE heV a ^>ooii , , 
AndM^^w^wea3c»---rthe/?i»a^^ : 
This is a facttberehaiigs ii(> doubt m ; 
If wf pur xweij^hhjwr* look imuf iOii» 
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k ^9i6l Ui oflkoytiowanf JT eommu, -—His shape and «ir*-« 
Stiff neck.9 and foul breath.-— A great man's present.— 
A moDftrouspuppj.—- A clerk's progress. — Gets into 
an ofEceas an underling.'— Gets accquainted with'tbe faces 
of great men who come to the office on bininesi. ^ Sa- 
larjr increBsed.— llianri«sawife.with|;ood expecUtifiM. 
^-A man of this description a great w^ in Brussels. — 
Where there are not many connaisseurs in good breeding 
among the English. — An ex-mari expatriated. — dimen- 
sioned by his wile.— Her picture.— A Ranger .-^His^'irst 
appearance in Brusseb, and introduction to society, by 
the Small beer man. — Dislike and subsequent admira- 
tion of Polly. —A little puppy. — Subject of the next 
letter announced. 



Quid DOmat /acianty audent quum talia fures k 

ViaciL. 

j[/*aooi7Bi, ani/ LOW ctBBKS,ean show so much conceit, 
ffT^^mtty w€ axpect/rom $h§ ldads 3, and the great ? 

Taabslatiov. 

"The ne'jrt whose trapping* weH strip off, is 
Ooe that was on^ , a Jack m office >' ' * 



A consequential underling , 
A petty clerk , or some such thing , 
Dismissed , and now , no more regarded , 
Than sevens , and eights^, that you've discarded 
When you have wished to win your party ^ 
With trumps , and honors , at ecarter ; 
But sevens , and eights , as yon shall hear > 
Are our best trumps , and honors ,here. 

Have you not seen an ill paced hack , 
With poking head , and high pig back? 
Such are his shapes , and such his paces , 
But how could he pick up the graces , 
Whose time , from mom to night , was spent 
With pen in hand , at bureau bent — 
A sort of copying machine ? 
Such are , on every counter , seen. 

I do not blame his stiffened neck , 
Great a^ils should be kept in check. 
Perhaps a touch of royal blood 4 
Might , for our stiiTnecked scribe , be good: 
If so , I'm sure , I verv much 
Wish> he'd a drop , that he might touch ; , 
For 'twere a blessing , could it cure , 
At the same time , his breath impure. 

Have you e'er smelled a rottefi cheese? ;- 
Or met with foul winds, ou the s^as 7 .. . 
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• • • . • ■ 

They're both parf umed , and spicy ^^j^ t- . V 
That gently fan your swelling saili, . i >.- .-^ 
ComparedwithhisofTensiv^blastingif ^ .rf^,i'> 
When full of wine , or fresh, and ififitingy > A 
I'd rather ride hence to La Haye , . .,1 /A 
Meeting Boreas , all the way » ) ; 

Than come too close , in street , or park , or ; 
Face , when at mess , this foul mouthed barker. 

Talking of barking, apt^poSf 
Let's say a word of the cadeau 
Presented by one high in place , k 

With much magnificence , and grace ; 
On which occasion , hands were kissed 9 
Or something; else , by the dismissed 
Ex-clerk , on taking his conge, 
When , first , from home , he bent his way : 
And , on my life ! there's something pleasant 
In so appropriate a present-*— 
An animal from Newfoundland 9 
Wholl^^cA arid cany by command. 
Of rfsal blood , without one drop , he 1 

Is , certainly , a monstrous puppy , 
Yet , lookat him , from tail to head • 
A judge will say , he's d — d HI bred. 

But , aider all , what is good breeding? 
I say there's npthing like gopd feeding. ^ / 



• . . ■ • ■ i 

'Tis thM Wak^ puppies sleek , and fat , n 

And Tve known' knany a mongp^clbratf, 
From kitcheii t<i bureau transferred , ' 
As doiibtle^', you have often beard , 
Where , iiyHhout any othei* merit , he , . 

Has mounted up , by mere dexterity 
Of penmanship , and suppleness , 
' And absence of all squeamishness , 
From three legged stool , to upper {brms , 
Where , for the duty he performs , 
He touches very handsome wages , 
And theft , in wedlock he engages. 
With some soft fair one , sweet as honey , 
Who has , or hopes to have , some money : 
Thenwhat'8mpretjuick,orwhatmorenind>lvaon>, 
Than taking a'shiig boi at Wimbledon : 
Acquainted now , with names , and faces ^ 
Of noblemen , and men who've plkces , 
That he had seen frequent the office , . 
To whom he , himibly , now pulls off his 
Old castor , with a clerkish air , 
He's sure to make the natives stare 
At his acquaintance with the great , 
A main of fashibn'^'such a treat 
To those . at Icfast , who cannot know 
What iaii'bi'blibt, toiMi^U faid. 
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"Who can't discern the kitchen rust , • 
Tho' hidden by so thin a crust 
Of office manners, and civility , 
Half impudence , and half servility. 

'Tis sad to be obliged to wander ' 

About , so far from home , en Flandres , ' ' 
To live upon a modest pension 
Furnished by conjugal attention , 
And then to be at such a distance 
From the fond fair , whose kind assistance ' 
Ilnables him to revel here , 
And treat his friends with such good cheer |. 
To pay the favors , with Champagne , 
Of those 4 that used to entertain 
Him , with such kind , and hospitable 
Attention , at their dinner table , 
Ere his remittances grew slack , 
And when he could afford to back 
The players , or himself to play , 
And what he lost genteelly pay , 
At whist , or at ecarter , betting 
Without much fidgetting , or fretting , 
But who invite him , now , to tea ; 
Since his cash seems to flow less free. 

TTis hard , to be thus sent away , 
And , far from home , compelled to fiftraj ^ 



^ 
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Not With his Wife , but with her shadow > 
Her tender gift , her parting cadeau , 
Her picture , in a snuffbox lid — 
Such pictures tho* were better hid. 

Who knows what some bold Gyges might ^ 
Attempt , when fired wiA such a sight? 
Of this there is the jg^eater danger , 
While i here he plays the part of Ranger , 
While every one , that walks the park , 
May meet the gay , seducing clerk , 
Courting some sweet , romantic beauty , 
Like him forgetful of her duty ; 
Or if , by accident , you pop 
Into a haberdasher's shop , 
Tis ten to oi:je , you find him there , 
Selecting ribbons for his fair , 
Such AS will suit her pretty face , 
Or giving garters , with a grace ; 
And then , to make the evenings short , he 
Attends at her piano forte , 
Chusing the airs , and turning over 
The leaves , like an attentive lover. 
What pretty pastime for a father ! 
Whose son diould play such gay part , rather!! 

I tvjell remember , when , last sununer , 

" • -J . fe. 

jSome diligence brought the new comer , 
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For months lie lounged his time away 
Unnoticed , at the cabaret; 
For nothing in his air , or miea , 
Declared how great a man he'd been 9 . 
Till , by some lucky chance , he met . 
His brewing freind , old heaty wet , 
Who 9 straitway , took him home , to disx^\ 
And , o'er a jovial glass of wine , 
To gallant Sipthoio* introduced him , 
"Who , next day , at a Tont , produced him » 
Where Polly treated him so badly , 
Long time he railed against her , sadly ; 
Till she found out , he kneiy some Dukes , 
Which placed him high , on her gpod books. 

Since then , he s one of those who dash on , 
In the first stile of Brussels fashion , 
But there is something lower s; iU , 
Than this ex-clerk , that helps to fill 
A fashionable English party , 
That plays to him an under part ; he 
Is a small man , with no small voice. 
That sings ynth taste , and skill , a choice 
Collection of good sor?gs , when bidden 
By the great ma i , or else is chidden ; 
That his snuH boxes , for liim , carries , 
'VVith eaglishanuu', or snud' from Paris , 
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And frisks about , after lii^'pati*6n / ' ' " 

As little pupies, after great run. ' V a 

Now, ere we pai^t, I will saj tills, * . 
The clerk is net^b mnch amiss ; 



W V 



But there are' feHiS , who don't want sense , . ' = 






Yet love to seeim of consequence , 

And none more than that class of men 

Who in an office , wieMa pen , 

For they're in contact , every day , 

With big" ^ig« , and oft think , they mayV 

Themselves , enact the great man^s part , 

And some folks play it , with much art , 

While others , only play the fool , 

And clothe themselves with ridicule : 

The latter very much resemble 

The man , tliat played the cock , with Kemble ^. , 

Here will I leav€ this clerk coxcomical , 
Or , what the french would an ex-commis call ; 
Fu'st giving him one partiag word , « 

Tis all I can , just now , aflbrd , ' - 

*'i 

To say he most contrive to do f 

More , than cry cock-a-dooi&e-^ , 
Before he undertakes to play 
K first rale part , in any way. 

Cousin , adieu , my next Epistle , ' ,. 

Like stinging nettle , or scotch thistfe ',* 
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Applied to school boy's rump , or biidif 
Shall lash a member of the church. 
Come to the chapel then , -with me , 
And what you hear , I vow shall be 
Allgospel^ toa preacher preached , 
Who^ by my sermon may be reached , 
Tho' more learned , and more grave discourses. 
Can't turn him , from his thoughtless cour8es« 
Goodbye ! till church time , then , adieui 
Well meet in rue Museeat two^.—p- 
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M SEBMOIf TO A BAlfDY PARSOU^ 



Averse from Gaj. Impu<fencepiir«oii(^i0c/.— TheDAMor 
PBIK8T. — Why 10 coDceHied. — The text.— Sermon divi- 
ded into six heads. — A churchmen's learning. — Lord's 
ground and the Lord's vineyard .-^Courts. — A roan of 
fashion's wit. — Gaming at the cercle while Madame plays 
her own game. — Dress. — A buck's head. — Title to be 
called a man of wealth, inquired into'. — 4^ handsome 
wife.— White headed children. — Dogs and ponies thrive 
better.— Amusements not to be interrupted by a child's 
death. — Pedigree of a coneeited man , and a fine lady's 
descent. — Itatort^ or a word in defence of a lady's virtue. 
—Respect due to a clergyman, how forfeited. — A priest's 
general mode of passing his time. — Conduct at church. 
—Ad odious comparison with another minister of the 
gospel. — The blessing. — ^Amen. 



Ml sermon ,jr el salmon , en la^aresma^ tienen sazon 

Old Spanish proverb. 
JEt sermone opus est, modo tristi scepe jocoso. 

Hob. 

How many saucy airs we meet ' 
From Saint Gudule y ta Duical street ? 
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But there is no more upstart pride > 
More impudence parsonified. 
Than in the subject now befoi'e us. 
I never saw more indecorous 
Conduct , and air , to say the least , 
Than I've marked in this Dandy Pkiest* 

Why so concieted , M' Parson ? 
You carry , here , a pretty farce on , 
Is it your learn mg , wit , or money , 
Or your good luck in matrimony ; 
Your blood , and birth , your rank in life ; 
Or is't the beauty of your wife , 
Or yet , your sacred ministry , 
That gives you claim to be so high? 
But , whatsoe'er it be , I'll trace it , 
Till « the proud men shall be abased i> ; 
So keep your temper , don't be vexed , 
But hear my sermon , on that text.. 
Each claim of yours shall form , of course , 
A separate head of my discourse ; 
You have your choice , to laugh , ar weep ; 
But , I'll take care , you shall not sleep ; 
And if my arguments are strong , 
I care not if you think me long. 
Now , first as to your learning , brother , 
You've been t^^hool 9 like many a nother 
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Like many another , been to college ; 

But added little to ybur koowledgev n 

Unless , as to some rural sport , 

Or connaisseurship in old* port .— i. 

m swear you'r unskilled in divinity y 

Tho! 1 can't judge of your latinity 5 

But without mudi more deeply seeking,^ 

I vow, co/nparatoW/y spe«Jiing , 

Ypositii^ely never knew 

More vulgar , prating priest , than you. 

I've heard you , more than onee y at cricket , 

Call to the youth , who stood at wicket ^ 

« iHbr^yorwarrfer, if- you please , sir, 

i> A little, now, more backwarder. » 

Sure never school boy , nor school misfr^ ; 

Made half such a mistake , as this. 

I could , s(mie more exampW, give., 

But this I think superlcttip^e.. 

I fear your parts of speech were spoilecf 

In Lord^s ground ^ where so much you've IbUed. 

Better have toikd in the Lord'it vineyard^ 

Than enter such a wicked sin-yard* 

I know you cultivate the vine ^ 

The grape at least , when pressed to wine » 

A|id people say , perhaps in sport 9 . *' 

That you i^ttn^ to ge to ^ijturt^; 
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But sure Iho^e , who ne'er , in tbeir live; ^ 
At any court were , but thejif^es , 
Can't have the assurance , to intrude 
Upon a prince , too kind , and good , 
Towards Englishmen so well disposed , 
Tho' they've so much , and oft , imposedl. 

Now for my second head , your wit — 
I own , I never heard of it : 
Had I , of gold rupees ' , the sum 
That you've of wit — 'twere well for some 
That are my creditors , a lack ! 
A lack a day ! to fill my sack. 

Butif yau want wit, you have cunning' ^ 
Tou know how to escape . from dunning; 
Then you can play barter , well , 
And , at the year's end , make it tell ^ t 
As for youi" wife , you oft let her kill 
The time , that vou kill at the cercle , 
At home , at some amusing game, 
All fours , or — ► I forget the name ; 
But ere I Cakie leave of your head , 
Compound of mercury , and lead , 
I must confess , that , like the rest 
Of your smart person , *tis well dressed. 
The man is only half a buck , 
Th«t KiBli «l h6iQdte^-ttoLl<yv^^ ' - 
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To deck bis front , if not as fine as • 

Jiruius 5 , at least like CoUatinus, 

Let's now another head review » 
Which is the strongest point for you , 
'Tis that which dresses you so well -, 
And makes your wife a first rate belle ; 
'I'is that which feeds you , and your p<my # 
I need not say , I mean your money ; 
But is it true ? or is it scandal ^ 
That you sold off, by inch of candle ^ 
And came , in such great haste , away; 
That you forgot your debts to pay ; 
That you , in Yorkshire , rode so fast , 
No wonder , you broke down at last ; 
That some folks might let clubs alone , . 
If every body had their own ? 

The fourth , the fairest head of all ^ 
Shall next , for our attention , call : 
You have , in sooth , a lovely wife , * 

Sure she's the comfort of your life , ' *i 

And brings a young one ,= every year , - • ; 
Your fond parental heart to cheer :, . > , ; » ? 

A girl— a boy— with a white head : • -i , ; 

Should the next baby's hair be red , . ; 

Twill make a pretty sort of change : 
Kone y but o)d inaida, wH ik^ it 8t;m(g!i^ jt,<' j 
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Some dusky babes gef black , as they gtow ;: 
Because their mother saw a Negro s. < > ' 
A fruitful breeder may well spare- 
A child , or two , from want of care ;' 
One can't keep every thing alive , '' 
At lefa^t the dogs , and ponies thrive ; 
And , who would leave a shooting pei^:^ 
Or one at coursing , or ^carter , 
Tho' twenty messengers came , flying. 
To tell one , Aat a- child was dying? 

Good shooting parson , yon may rather- 
Be called a sportsman , than a &ther ; 
But won't tlwy wonder , who are told 
That , ere the little one was cold, 
Or scarcely in its cold grave laid , ■ 
The mother her fine shape displayed 
In mourning habit , sLt a ball , 
The gayest , in the men*y hall? 
Tis not her pride to be a nurse , 
And yet , a mother might do worse. 
Perhaps , die thinks it more polite 
Ta seem unfctlihg , heartless quite. 

Strange ! when the little ape the great , 
They , usually , but i!mitate 
Some vice , or folly , and negleeft 
The virtuef ^ whidi they (Shoolcl ves^ecJt* 
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Your rank , and birtli , form my next head , 
Your friends shall know , how you are bred« 
And there's no such authority 
For many a Yorkshire pedigree 7 , 
You're of the true barbarian race » , 

« 

Your Spanish name denotes the place ^ 

From whence your gratidsire ran ovfuj^ 

Scared by jhe auto called cla^e 9» 

From such a f§te , a Jew might fly , 

And not be reckoned much too shy ; 

New , as he was a bolting horse , 

Why sho\ild not you bolt o/Tthe course? 

And if your grand aire shied at fire , 

They say , you broke down at Knaves mire '•, 

Your wi^e has more of English blood , 
Right cockney , as I've understood. 
Sliip-cfaandling is a thriving trade ^ 
And many an honest penny's made 
By drudging , as a washer woman , 
And what is there in life , more common^ 
Than to see one in silk , and spapgles , ^ 
Whose grandam got her bread by man^s,. 
By smoothmg irons, washing tubs. 
Midst suds , that froth like $yllabut>&? 
Your lady's beauty's of that cast '* , 
That's coarse , but sound ) and m^de to last ; 



But , for her virtue , HI maintain , 
That she is free fi*om spot , or stain ; 
And should some gascon call her w—* 9 
I'll stoutly swear , that il a tori. 

To my last head , I've come , at length , 
Therein , I know , lies all your strength , — • 
The sacred ministry , *at least , 
Should be respected , in the Rriest ; 
But , tell me , how you can expect 
That others will your cloth respect ; 
When you , yourself, so lightly take it? 
When so contemptible you make it; 
Don't you spend day , and night ^ in gambling ^ 
When not on shooting pony ambling? 
And if, to churck you sometimes go , 
What do you there? dont we all know? 
You laugh at parson , clerk , and choir r 
And grin , 'till all the- girls admire ^ 

The merry Priest y the hardy wag. 
Whose fun , even when at church , don't flag ; 
You think for wit , such fun to pass , 
But only seem the greater ass. 
And , tho' you laugh at g^od old M — , 
Twere well we had some more such pastors^ 
He is a man of education , 
With manners, that become his statiotL,. . .. 
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Modest , yet grave ^and dignified. 
Alike removed from silly pride , 
And pert familiarity , 
Ho dandy di*essing coxcomb he. 
But , tho' in plain , and simple garb , he 
Can't always tell , who'll win i/ie Derby, 
Nor yet \£Langan, or Tom Springy 
Be victor , in tl^ gifting ring, 
Tho' he can't ride in , to a fox — 
JNor bet , upon a mainof cocks— <• 
Nor , at a trap , bring down a pigeon ; 
Tet he knows something , of religion 
He does the duties of his calling ; 
But , into extremes never falling , 
Tho* he has not your slang, ^tis true , 
He's just as free from cant, as you. 

Now these are things, that should protect him 
And make a brother priest respect him. 
For me , while I despise the scoSer , 
My meed of praise I can't but offer 
To merit , which I've ever found 
lyiost with the modest to abound , 
To virtue , which I've fieen , full oft , 
Not in the scoffer , but the scoffed. 

I now have nothing more to do , 

I have 9 all my heads^gone through , 
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Than wish , yon may '* mark/' and" digest. 

The truths in this discourse expressed , 

And if I've given yon , a good dressing , 

I give you , now my parting « blessing » 

And , having made you kiss the rod , 

I leave you, in the i^j^ace of God, n 

Be satisfied , and do not grumble , 

But, henceforth , try to seem more humble , 

Or else , I vow FU keep my hand in , 

Till Fve « past all your understanding. » 

Now other subjects claim my pen 

So i priest , adieu ! let's say — « Anuen^i^ 
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LETTER X. 



THE SHALL-BEEH BREWEA. 



His appearance^ manner , and character. — Obliged to quit 
Boulogne in diigrace.— Received in Brassels.-— His white 
feather different from that of Henri IV.— AttadL upoft 
a lady at Boulogne.-^Amuaements in Brussels , and fond* 
ness for hops. — Historj of a brewer's boy. — Marries a 
fidler*s daughter.— Her large fortune not sufficient for 
his expences.-* Obliged to leave England. — ^TreatflMOt 
of his wife.— Visited and invited out. — ^^carter.— Wife 
not visited. — Goes to court.«-Behavio^r there. — Appean 
at Saint-Jaines*s — The only place in £nglsjid where he 
could conceal himselffrom his creditors. 



Q€g sunt dicta in stultum^ caudex^ stipes^ asinus, plumbtuf 
In ilium nit potest : exuperat ejus stuUitia amnia hac. 

TSR:Var. 

Cousin , observe yon brawling bragger , 
Yon cockney , with such clownish swagger ; 
He must be a confounded ass , or he 
Shoidd know , how strong one smeSs a hxisserie' . 
Mark his affected consequence , 
Ilis pert, and vulgar impudence » 

lO 
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And mark bis self approcving leer ; 
He does not think liimaelf snutU beer. 
If he but see you onoe , au bHanlj 
He'll , in a m<Mnent , be familiar , 
Play , half an hour , at the same taUe , 
And then escape him , if you're able ; 
At least , to keep your own respect , 
His pertness must be sharply checked; 
In short I never sawaomde^or 
So inltpiidentlT firee intruder , 
He's always getting into scrapes , 
And has had many close escapes » 
Saving himself y by Jawcking under , 
When he haa made some fiMlish blunder. 
When 9 after dinner , he gets mofty^ 
He's always ready to assault ye , 
But , tho' at night hell oft affiront ye , 
Next day he'd rather not confront ye , 
Then you may call him dolt , or ass , 
Nay kick his , and he'll kiss your — • 

I thought Boulogne was bad enough'' , 
That as exceptionable stuff 
Composed tl^ English party there , 
As one could meet with , any where ; 
But people , who from thence are banished., 
4l^ve scarcely disqipeared , and vanished ^ 
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When here tfcey come , without a bliuh , . , ^^ 
And into feshion's fitnrt. cank pudb ^ . ; ^ | ^ 
Nay, what is haord to be believed, . ■ ^ ' ^^i 
They're in society roceivied. ': ;f 

This feUoir j who's had many a licking , ' . ; r 
And bears so tacmely a good kicking ^ \ . ^ 
Who comes at every man'j invite , • ^^ 

Unless when'he is asked to fight , . ; q 

Coward , and insolent together , ' ,r 

This dunghill bird dbows his white feaijicr;^ ;. 
Among us here , with aff much daab » . .^ 

As if it were the proud panache ^^ • >^ 

The snowy phmie of Henri Quatre , 
Foremost in every field ^f slaughter; 
Thinking , perhaps , we*ve not been told ,. ; / ? 
That , tho' with men he's &r from bold ;.' - . m 
He can , with impudence uncommon > : . 
Insult an unprotected woman , 
But , failing in his vile attempt , \ 

Repulsed with merited contempt, ■' ' ^•'^' 
When disappointed , and rejected , "T 

His brutal dastard act's detected , . v ^ X* 

Try to secure himself frota blame / .; >3 
And baseljr sedt to hide his shame : ,. \ 

By an ubmanly, coward lie, . :; 

As e'er wda forged by calumny. . -x.:-. ?.v t H' 
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V ■ - ... 

His time is, spent in nothing, doinj^ ,. 
Which mi 2[ht be better spent in breviHns ^ ' 
ror all his wmnmgs nere , at play , . ^ j 
He can'tafTord to keep a J/'Ay,^ . ' 

And madam <ltaggles through the wetV ,, j 

For he won't br.y her a A-ew — ette^. 
How strange , he should be such a brute » 
While she's as soft as geimah flute , 
He goes to balls — ^at home she stops ^ 
She's fond of music — he of hops , , 

With sharps j^ftat, withyZtifj a sliarp^ , .-^ 
He plays ecarter — she the harp. 

He was a small beer brewer's boy , 
And 'twas his every day employ , 
In early Ufe , to go about 
With taUebeer bills , when made out , 
Per chance to writcf'em , for, in truth, 
Fveheai'd he was a well taught youth , 
'That he could I'ead , and write , and spell^ 
And cast accounts , at least as we'll 
As any , on the Surrey side , 
Where 'twas his fortune to reside. 

The daught^t* of a German Jidkr 
Was fool enou eh lb let him diddle her , 
And when he got hold of her quills , 
He thought tib more o£ small i^cer bills ; 
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Tint 9 ■aiming at the Bond street -poV^h 

At once determined to abolish , \ /•. . ^ 

And sink all memory of malt :.-;.: 

Thereby qonunitting a great fault ; 

For often very pretty gains , j 

Are made , even by a brewer's grains; 

And thb* it was a monstrous rise 

From malt to music , in his eyes 9 fi 

Tet he had soon good cause , I fear , .; 

To wish he had not spilled his beer : 

For the old German's stock in trade , 

About wfa^ ^o much fuss was made , 

The property , thought so immense 

By brewer's boy , whose whole «xpenoe 

Was never eighteen pence in one day , 

Including his clean shirt on .aunday , 

Was soon found quite inadequate 

To support all the cockney state , 

That he took up , when he began 

To figure as a i^entleman ; 

For all the fiddles , flutes and drums 

Had never saved him fipom the hums « 

f ' 

If he'd not led them all a dance , 
And fled precipitate to France. 

Music can " soothe the savage beast ^ 
To music bears will dance , at least , 



Io4 U^ WITTOI-'s LETTE&S* 

And brutes » by Orpheusliarp , were Umed^ t 
But kere*s a brute still uureclaimed , . > : i / / 
Still Tulgar , rude , and rough.9 and i^oarse ^.i 
Resisting all the gentle fbrcQ .,,,.;) 

Of love, and music y still inhuman f . 1,. -n S 
In spite of harmony , and woman^ . / ; 

His wife's accomplishments ^ and beauty , < , / 
Might fix another in his duty ^ . ^^ 

But he prefers a wanton's arms t . • ^ ' 

And looks with coldness on her cha;rm^it . ■. . 1 1 
Left to her melancholy solo , ^ , 1 / . 

Ifo wonder she's so dull , and so low^ • i^i •' / 
For 'twill the finest temper warp , „. * 1 

For ever , on one string, to harp^ . ■.'] 

Some doleful ditty always humming — 
To strum alone is stupid strumnung, 
And when a man neglects his CQnsprt r 
There may be music , but no concert:. 
Where wives are left at home , alone , 
Domestic harmony s unknown. , 

Here we h^ye one , of many cases , . 
That show » how very odd a, place is 
This Brussels^ a$ to. its society y • 
A mixture . but without y wety : 
This fellow yisits , goes about , 
Is constantly invited put , . 
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Tko' «> IbWborn , and SO Idw bred , 

With so much sin upon His head , 

Tliat*, -vvhcresoe'ep he shows his face ^ " '' 

He brings dishonor , and disgrace ; 

Tho'he such innate meanness shows , 

When to another's house he goes , 

Whose wife won't visit, his , or know her* 

More stupid , sure he is , and slower 
Than he appears , if he can't see 
That any compliment must be 
An insult , rather , and offence *, 
When paii^ him at his wife's expence ; 
That those who treat her with neglect , 
For him cannot feel much respect. 
Gamblers , that meet him at the club , * 
Who'd join the devil in a rub , 
To whom all. company's the same , 
If they can only make their g^une , 
Invite him home , altho* thev know 
He's every thing that's base , and low. 

With all the will , and wish to cheat , 
For want of head , there's many a feat , 
And juggling trick , or slight of hand , 
That he can never 'understand ; * '^ 

For his poor wit no farther reaches , 
Nor any other method teacher 
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Of cheating , but the simple one 

Of claiming money riot his owii ; * . 

At this he's grown , from constant practice 9 

So quick , and clever , that , the fact is , 

He often noakes a dollar by it ; * 

Yet , sometimes , not without a riot : 

Tho' , ninety nine times , he's detected , 

His object's gained, if unsuspeet^ 

He passes once out of a hundred. 

When I first saw these things , I wondered ; 
Bui by experience since grown wise , 
I now can see , without surprise , • 
How little character's regarded , 
How impudence is here rewarded , 
How oddly etiquette's aiTanged , 
And courtesies are interchanged 
Among the men , who , cash to win , or 
To drink champaigne , or for a dinner 
Will visit any body , tho' 
The ladies won't each other know , 
Because Aey neither play , nor drink , 
Nor is it politie , they think , 
To bring a woman to their houses , 
Whose beauty might enchant their spouses , 
Or throw their own into the shade. 
Tis enyy makes them ©ft afraid 
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THE SHAU'-B&EEK BASWCll. fOj; 

Of Visiting each new come dame.y . , „ , , . , . :.^ n i 

And not a nice regard for fame.} n- m; !•. \i* 

For there's in Bri^sels mauy a wife » ■ f ..: Ji +y\ 
That's been more talked pf in \ki^ lif^;, 
And many a more evil doer , 
Than the fair lady o/.the brewer* 
But there is one droll story yet 
It were a pity to forget , 
Which shows our. hero's impudence « 
And makes us laugh at his ^xpence« .. ( 
To go to court , he bought a sword,. . 
Perhaps when he'd his heer aboard ., 
But drunk , or sob^r ,'he was seen . .. , . 

Even in the presence of the Q — n, ^. , . .,. .., ^ . 
Who'd n'ecr observed at royal levee, • . 
A thing so cockn,eyish ,.and heavy— . , . . , . . .^ 
Her M — y was somewhat scared , 
He pressed so close , so rudely stared \ 
Yet so proud was he , ne'erthcless ^ .^ i.' , , 

Of being seen in his full dre^ , ... , . 

And sporting in a court his figure ^ , u 

Where not 'one , I dare swear ^ looked' /^i]gg:e/'^,.^-j: 
That he , in haste , to London flew • • . 

To fiffure at Saint-James's too : / » 

In fact it was the only place 

^ ^ - ■■■*■•■.*' '■■,'■/♦:) "-^ 
Where the poor mian could show his lace . 
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There only could he safely hide , 
There the bum bailies weve defied , 
For who'd have dreamt , that royal door 
Would open to a ^mall beer brewer ; ' - ■ 
And tho' his creditors had guessed it , 
At court he could not be arrested ; 
But , ere his name was in the paper , 
lie took his measures to escape , or 
He might have been in London still , 
And lodging , much against his will 9 
Not in the palace of the king , 
But in his bench — a different thing. 

Tho' Madam paid for his embroidery , 
Not caring how much it annoyed her , he 
Left her iat home , whene'er at court 
His face of brass , he chose to sport ; 
As if ashamed of her ^ tho' she 
Is worth a thousand such as he. 

I could add fifty anecdotes , 
That I find of him on my notes ; 
But as I must go through the set , 
ril here' t^e leave of Heai^y Wet 
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THE f iCK.LB|fA9, ANDilJASA VA.J01>1. ^./ 



Saoce for the feast.^-KilKiig two birds with one itmie.-^ 
France, Italjy England, and Bclgiiiiii faraisli the naine^ 
trade, fortune, and residence of — A PiccucuiK, — Um 
appearance. — Fond of green. — Sets up an equipage* 
— Customers exchanged fbrjguests. -^ A daught^ to dis- 
pose of. — Giving dinners not m bad way:» -*-9ow to cul- 
tivate mushrooms.: — The gksat BBAaor-vouB nk^.-^A 
male gossip. — A gquvernante. — Economy.T— Ups and 
DOWNS, or the rise , and progress of a bunker's clerlf^.^-A 
bold dragoon. — ^Right about face.— Married. — A cuck- 
old of course. — The old slie bear and the Meek uoo; -^ 
The great bear , and a great boar. -^ Aaaours of thi 
young she-bear. — A trip to Vausbail and the cottage over 
the water. -^ One prong to your fork. — Close of the 
review. 

jfc ^ ^ jfc jfc 4c prmtensthus optima /Ungis 
Natura wt *♦*♦♦*♦♦ ♦ 
Est opera prttium duplicis pernoicer^ fUris 
Naturam. Simplex € dulci eomtat olitfo, , 

.Hob. 

JEl hijo de la puta, h $u madre saea de duda 

Spavisb proverb. 

If, heretofore , my cousia dear , 

Tve furnished you y with subjects queer.. 



As matter for 4 mentil feiut' . , " * v "• . ^ irW 
And dished up the first Cbia*se *, «tt Itut? V ' " ^ 
Now; to complete the bill of <fai« , ■ ^ ■ * *' » ^H 
I send , of 5«ttre , iSie proper rfiftre»>'*»^'"? '^il '" 
Resolved , the bancpiet not to spo3 y - *- . ' • M 
By too muchaeid, and no oil, niV/ 

But , ais sage folks , like ydu , that boafst ^^k i^- 
Think a good deal about their postage , • : A 
And it suits not your plana financial , w «-.i>¥ 
To pay for things quite unsubstantial ; * ' "J 
ril send you something , with your j)ickles, I 
Toimakea muchle, of two niickles^ 9 i^r. 

And I shall use but one envelope , / v^-. 

That your expenees may not swell up , 
So i killing two birds with one stone , ; f 
Squeeze both my letters , into one. 

The first is of one , who , by chance , ■ * 
Got his ignoble name , fi:^m France , 
From Italy , he got his trade , 
In England , he a fortune made , 
Then , as low countries suit lowjelhws , 
Or , lest poor Belgium should be jeidous ^ . 
He stowed himself on board the Talbot , 
Or else , on board some other small boat p 
And came to Brussels , to reside , U 

Resolved hii ikyon ta divide. . ^ ^ 
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Here , eue may , with r Httle t/eiom i ,• 

Cut agfMdt dash y at small expenee. « / 

Here picKLsioiif'niay live^/^rescfviii^ • ,,../• 
The fertunea nttdeat counters sufvmg. . . 
Here proudly ftrnti the maccironii . ' ; f 

Who's musteF'd up a little money ^ 

Still looking like a Johnny Newoome , or .-.^y 
A badly cured and pimpled cucumber • • * 
- His livery , and hia wife's bonnet i ■ • / 
Each haSsadittle green npon it-*^ . \ 

Ladies, and lackies, to look best ^ 
Should, faydU means, in green be dressed; - 
So olives , and so girkins , too » 
Unless they Vegeen, will nerer do. ' ^ » 
Folks , that have gnmd-^fiithers , oan^t chuse^^ 
The liveries » their ;serYants use ; 
But they have privilege to do't 
Who spmg up fixmi ^fungous rod. 
And fellows claim heraldic coats , • ^ 

Who've turned their rags, into bank notes , ^ 
Whose fathers went about Fag fair, ^ 
With coatless arms i and a— -'share, ■ - 

The case is difleremt , wiAi a wife^ 
She mti^ be ever-green for life , 
Or , if i^e likes, go ^piite andfessed;' « 
But I esteem tibathusfcand Messed; '.■': 
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Whose wife's caprice no farther reacAies, " 
And leaves him master of — his breeches* 

But let us not forget our hero , / ; 

So famed for tongue , and sauce, and syn^pl 
Who sold anchovy , soj , and Harvey , 
*Till he could buy himself a Jarvej ; 
But now he's called a worthy fellow 
And quite delightful , when he's mellow V 
Tho' his tongue's dry , «iid , without soahiig, ; 
They say 'tis not a tongue , for joking; 
For there's no altk in his sait 3 , 
Which, for a tongue, isa great fault. 

But give me any other dish 
Or flesh , or fowl or game , or fish , 
Bather than tongue , -dry sweet , or pickled 
Unless 9 with brains, my palate's tikled. 
But tho' his tongue may be amias , 
Cockneys who dine with him , say 
That , if his feasts are not to Hoyle 
According , yet they tare to oi/; 
And they Are very oft repeated : 
The guests like customers are treated ^ 
Where folks go now , to eat a custard » 
Who once went to the shop , for mustard; 
And are , iis'eivilly 9 Ireceived , 
For , by wise parents , 'tii believed^ 
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"Wlicn they've a daughter to dispose of, 

Tbat she , to more advantage , goes off. 

Among the youths ^ who, come to dine , 

When heads , and hearts , are s^ with wine. ^ 

And Kttie Pickle's very pretty , 

So much so , that , .1 vow , 'tis pity 

Her father ever dealt in caichi^^ 

For that's a flaw one cannot patch up. 

The man that gets her , may rejoice , he 

At least may be a little saucy ; 

And nine mouths after he has wed , 

When he looks in his par^/ejr bed 4 , 

Hell find a little mushroom there , 

If she prove fruitful , as she's £ur. 

But whether blonde , or oUvdtre , 
I can't aflbrd just now to flatter , 
Nor have t time to longer stop 
With oily Ajax , in his shop ; 
But to my hanker must step over , 
As I wish , under the same cover , 
To send you a short draft , at sight , \ 

Not on , but of, the witless wigbt. 
See ! here he comes! thb' last not least Ul 
^OYi ^ ishe not di monstrous beast? 
You'll guess his name, I'll, lay a wager, . . ^ 
The arctic bearv the ursa major ^ 

i 
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A fixed star once , a planet now , • • f" 

He left the Poles , no^one knows how^ : ., > 
To wander after Mars , and Venus , . ; , i 

Twas an odd course ^ but that's l>etween o^. ,t / 

There's not , in Brussels , an old n^aid^. ) 
At tea table makes such a trade 
Of gossipping , and tittle tattle*; : i 

Yet gives , himself, such' room for prattle j ■ ' 
I never knew so ill a tongue , or /» 

A more illnatured scandal monger ; ' > 

Without a grain of manly spirit ■ j 

Where e'er there's filth , he's sure to stir it. 
With such a little mind, tis odd^ be 
Should have so v^y great a bodyi. 

The fool was once in wedlock buckled^ ». .a 
And i» , of course , an arrant cuckold ^ ^ 

Living , in thraldom., with a shrew , « 

That rules hmi , and his daughter too. 
Tho' it was eaay toseduce her, } 

He finds it hard to introduce hisTf ^ 

And , spite of cv^y trick , she's slighted ;• 
Altho' r wherever he's invited , . , j 

He seems determined , right , or wrong ^ 
In every mess , to stick his prong. 
But 'tis no easy thing to stick it ; y^ 

Tho' , at each dqqr , she drops, her ticket*. . 
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Tha'he gives dinners , for a bait, ^ 
And celdbrates her bir^HlayfSte; 
In\ain, he triei^eaijh sly mancBuvre , ' ' ' - ' ' 
And miay ^ well at once remove her ; ' 
For , thf/'dhe fret , and fume , and frowu>! 
The Goi^emess will not gonowN^. 

If living in concnhinage 
( Altho* his daughter be of agtt 
To siifl*er by an ill example ) 
Be , of propriety , a sample , 
He's , certainly , a ]proper man , 
And may his neighbor's conduct scan ; 
If guzzling t31 the clock strikes one , 
Either , with others , or alone. 
Be , of ^^oodJeOmvship,. the test ^ 
He's ) sure , of good' fellow? , the best , 
l£sa$Hnr mang^ , J^^ir rit^re. 
Be all the same , he^s a^ooi/ liver : 

For wha loves better a nice dish , 

' ■ .- f 

And nicely dressed I of flesh , or fish ^ 

Or who knows better where to buy it , 

Fresh , good , and cheap , and 9nug , and ({uiet. 

There's not a. housewife in the town , 

To market goes , witb tnoney ddwn^ 

More cheaply fumiriies her larder » , ,- 

Or haggles for a bargain hal^ler^' 

ir. 
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Tis Always laudable to spare , ' ' ' ^ 

And manage , with a prudent care : * ' ' ' ^ 

To live well , one must live in bounds , - ■ " -^ 
On pension of three hundred pounds , ' ' ' ' * 
But , in extremes , there's always evil", ' ^ 

And , to be shabby, is the devil. * 

To friends rd never close my doer > 
Yet keep a dollar for the poor ^ ' ' 

rd do without a Gouf^ernante, ' '*^ 

And sometimes go to see ma tante : " ' ' 

Contented , on plain joint Td dine , 
And rather take my pint of wine , '■'- 

Than , with my franc , seem loth! to part , " 
Or , for a stiver , break my heart. • 
But that which , ^i the bone , is Inred ^ 
Ishard to eradicate, tis said. ' 

The son olla low office sweeper , 
Or , at the most , a ledger-keeper , 
Whose master sjfiouscwasdoomed'tb faH or fc« 
Must have (frudgedon , at humble salary ^* 
But who grew rich , from their undoing , 
Whose fortune rose ,'out of thier ruin , 
Who , 14 the general derangemenf , 
Was found so clever at arrangement , 
Tho', while accounting for large sum$ » ' '• 
lie took care to picli: tip hiis caruiabs , • - - 
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And , in dividing^ thought it fair. 
To have the oyster , for his share , 
And give the creditor's the shell , 
In short , who managed things so well » 
That he was. joined in the new Co ; 
With some small sixteenth share , or 
Thus fortune smiles , and thus she frowns 
Such are in life the ups , and downs 
The son of such a one , can never 
Be any thing but mean , however. 

When the old clerk had run his race ^ 
Our hero took his father's plaee. 
'Twas his , to open , first the shop , 
And latest in the o£Kce stop : 
But he was quickly found unfit y 
From want of principle , or wit i^ 
And so- permitted to retire , 
As he says , at his own desire r 
The bankers thought it not too dear, 
To give. three hundi*ed poun^a yeaitr 
Of such a partner , to be rid , 
If he would take it — which he did , 

« 

And bought a cometcy of horse V 
With pension small , one might do worse; 
But , when a shabby clerk's found ixxt^ 
He's soon se|it to the right about , 
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Our hero scorning' 16 be idle , i^ ^nH 

With his « long sword , and saddle , bridfo Vf^'^'" 
And bis long back , and^iis utntiit j ; ' ' * ' 
Not thinking he should ever rtiti ft '. he ' * ^ 
Made schift, in wedlock to take in, ' '* '*' 
Some wretched girL, some « mistress Flm m*^-' '^^ 
But husbands should , like other hacks, '' ^ 

Be chosen ,' not for their long backs, 
Ufiless they re fe -Aeir other parts '^ ^' 

Proportioned well , and have goodheartCi' ' ' 
Who ever would ha\e chosen him , ' . 

That had observed his slender limb? '" '* 

And his poor wife found out , ere long >. ' " 

That she'd too hasty been , and wrong , 
So took it in her head , one day ,. ' " 

To quit her beai^^ and run away. 

In this man's commerce with- the* fUr; 
It is amusing , I declare , 
To observe^ that of his she relatkm^^ 
Those of the fair! st reputations. 
Were yet , so very much debased', 
So infamous«9 and so imchaste , 
That she , who for his mistress passes,. 
Tho' pf the humble servile class , is 
Virtue itself , put in comparison 
(9b ipifet is thegasi^ 4i^ cttiriies M^ 
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"Wfth Bruin's wife , or his mama , 
Both so notoriously paw paw. ' • .-i 

Hismother ^the dsoeased clfsrkV wi*dawy' ,' 

ApiousloTer duxBe, likeDidor . < 

Not an .^aeas ; but a BOG , *.f] 

A liquorish , and hungry dog , ^ 

A hypocrite , a hardened sinaer ^ . .\ 

That kissed old women , befiwre dinner ^ » 

A black eoat , in; a gowa » and wig 9 > 

A sort of amorous learned pig. . \ 

But yet who oould not save hi9 Jmcan^ 
Whent, in. the fact , by Bruin taken , 
Who doubtless thought him a g^eat hoire » 
As , entering the parlor do€>r » 
He found him in a situation , 
That won't admit of explani^tioniy. 
With Madant, his respected parent > 
And shocked , at scandal so apparent , 
Bushing lik^ a bold son of Mai*S' on , 
Into the streets , he kicked the parson. 

Not less, renowned , » mistress Bruin ;: } 

For wantonness , and evil doing , V 

I think we might set madam nowN 
'Gainst any nymph upon the to'vi^ , 
For the great number of her lovers;* 
There's none , whose brass is much above her«r»\ 
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Bot her most noted love of all , 

Is he , so well known ai Yauxbatt , ' ' '''''^ 

With whom , she long, time lived , in guSt^ ' 

In cottage neat ,.that he had bnih , > - 

Their happiness had nought to mar it^' "^ ''^* 

No Crim-con damages tabctr if r 

For Bruin was , himsel£ ^ so bad , 

It seems , na action eould be had. 

Mow since his wife was forced U> run fort ^ 

A concubine is all his comfort. 

TTis wise to have unto your bow 
Two- strings , lest one should snap , 4>r go- , 
And y if a wife leave you m distress , 
That's an excuse to keep a mistress. 
Our friend , tho' double in some things ^ 
And , tho' his bow has got two strings. 
As c^posites will often mingle , 
In some things toa » ia odd , and single , 
For , with but one prong ta his^rA, 
He still gets through a, deal of wcMrk , 
And tho' his neighbcKTs think it strange^ 
Ife net^r thinks of any change. 

But here I leave this sulky Bniih^ 
And with him , dose my grand reviewing , 
I've baited him to cause a laugh , 
igayd teidhixa , muzzled r to his stafll; ^ 
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How foolish ! for should he get free , 
Fm sure to ^ring him down on me. 
Adieu , Coz , 'till again I trouble you 
Meantime} jours truly H. C. Wr 
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LETTER XII; .r 

'»»■ III 

TIE DAHCnrC AVD PmAY06 COXMITTBII. , .- 

.. r 
Delaj of comspondeiice accoanted for — ^Topiei ot conTcr* 

MtioD in Brusseb — Tbe fiDglish church aflkirt, lAdf the 

stewards of the hall.— Sipthorp.— The Saxoa.<'«B/ of 

CaBterhorj. — ^Ferdinand the catholic. — ^The cuckqe^— 

A oaskijif ladjr , or a slice off a cut loaf. — The colonel 

as bad as mister. — Fitness of the stewards. •— Sanoar 

men.— The ass in the lion*s skin, or going to coiiirlii 

disguise an insult to their M^^^^s. — Chapel dispotesi— 

Self diosen Committee.— Police applied to — A Cha^di- 

warden's idea of a blacf-^uard.— -Intended duel. — ftfda 

m smoke.— ^Conclusion. « No more at present. » 



Of all the dajre that's in the week 
Tb£T dearly Itu^e hut one day , - 
And thats tAe day that comes heiwtmn 
Asaturdayy mndmondajr, 

EiGusm soagt 



Cousin , if I have missed a packet , 
Or kept my correspondence back , it 
Is just to add a little news 
Of wliat is passing i 'twill amuse 
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You , as , li^ii ifhatTii^ ^f^^J!^ ViMt 

Have formed a tolerably just ; 

Idea , of the character 

Of those , who make tbe greatest stir 

In all the comic scenes, and queer, 

Tliat are ^ at this tiine , passing her«. r v: • 

Two things are talked of, in this city ; 

The church , and charity committee , 
K,iVVVch regulates the sermons , psalms , 
' Atid distribution of the alms , 

Who shall , or shall not preach , declares « 
^ And who , on Sundays, shall readprayenit 

With all the feuds , and all the jars , 

Intended duels , paper wars . 

The wrangling , and the diseontent 

Occasioned by bad management ; 

All which , by and by , I ^all endeavor "' 

To give account of — first , however , 

In a few words , just let me slate 

The other subject of debate ; 

Which is , the very odd selection , 

Itfade without ballot , or election , 

Of stewards, for what they chuse to call 

Par excellence, the English balj.- \ ^ ^ 

These stewards are Sipthorp, and theSaxbn ; 

He whom the Kent men turn thier backs on » 
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For only nmning firom bis bail , 
Because be did not love a gaol , 
Witb Ferdinand le Catholijue*, 
And one , of wbom a word I'll speak 
Just now , because I'd left bim oat , 
As not wortb being talked about , 
And stOl sbould do so (forltbink 
Describing him is waste of ink) 
But tbat be bas some rigbt , as steward , 
To notice , and migbt tbink it too bard , 
Sbould I not give a line , or two , 
To celebrate a poor cuckoo ; 
Wben I've been so profiise of words , 
To sing of rooks , and otber birds. 
'Tis fair to give bim too , some praise 
For tho' be wears no crown of bays , 
Or laurel , yet not unadorned 
Tbe front, tbat's so completely bomed. 

Those days of merry carnival * 
Must ever , to his mind, recall 
The masking of his sprightly dame , 
Who played so ill her cunning game ^ 
That , ere 'twas ended , it was known 
To every gossip in the town ; 
Her cuckoo came too , in tbe nick , 
Wben she had scarce got one odd trick ; 
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But only came# to thank the party , 
With whom she stole off to ecarter , " 

. Much too polite to take offence ; 
For he has trayelled , and \m& sense : 
Such games his wife was sure to win , 
Taking the simple Dutchman in. 
And if she won , he nothing lost ; 
A slice off a cut loaf at most. 

So poor in spirit , and in purse ^ 
Ei^en here , one could find nothing worse : 
For , if one could , he*d not been chosen 
Among the few select , my cousin , 
To do the honors of the ball ; 
But he's the shabbiest steward of all. 

What pity we have not his brother. 
In Brussels , just to add another , 
And make the number up to six 3 9 
For with them he has claims to mix ; 
If incest such a claim can give , 
If it be infamous , to live 
In shameless commerce , with two sisters , 
The colonel's name is worse than mi&ter's : 
I therefore think , it was a pity 
He was not of the baU committee , ' 

Of whom y or most of whom , I might , 
What I said of the parson , write 9 , 
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That , « some folks might let MU alon^ ^ 
If every body had their own : » 
For if , in England , such a set , 
For such a propose , could be met , 
Their meeting place must be a gaol. 
Yet should not one too lightly rail 
At such a choice, for in those schools , 
Where men live ever within ruks , 
We may suppose them well instructed 
How things en rhgle are conducted ; 
And who's so like to do things naiely 4, 
As one that has been white%vasked lately. 
Men used to a confined society , 
In which , however , there's variety , 
May make their {He select , and various. 
Tho' some of them are rogues nefarious , 
Yet , in the Netherlands , or France , 
Who's fitter to lead up a dance , 
Than one , whose bail now sorely feels , 
And owns the lightness of his heels? 
Who could so well arrange the sets , 
Or caper , and cut summersets , 
As one whom Somerset has cut , 
That cut and run ? whom could we put , 
More poi'perly , on the committee , 
Than supple Sawney? tho' not fit he 
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To figure in the gay quadriUe , 

There's none more able to fulfil % 

The iowmgr part , hiss bending spine 

Is ever ready to incline 

To a great mon / he's so polite , 

And has such short , convenient sight , 

That things are done , close to his nose , 

By madam , which he never knows. 

No Laplander , or south sea islander ^ ^ 

Can do the honors like this highlander, 

Nor strangers welcome , with more kindness : 

So great his complaisance — or blindness. 

Then , for the duties of croupiers » 
There's not so fit a fellow here , 
As soaking Sipthorp , for altho' 
He's sulky drunk, if sober , slow , 
And stupid , yet he likes good liquor 
As well , as some whose wits are quicker , 
And has su£Scient sense , Varranger 
Game , fruit , cakes , ices , and hlanc manger j 
And ; lastly , for the ^carter table , 
Where could we find s steward more able 
Than » voyez bien » , than that old stager ^ 
That wins at every game , — the Major , 
The Anglo-saxon , Lord Sans-Urre 
Boron (k la rue Pdpiniire ? 
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Brussels is quite a bed of roses , 
For those who cannot show their noses 
In England , where , of all the crew 
Of stewards , there is but one , the Jew , 
That can oppear , for all the rest 
Can show but once a week , at best , 
Else woidd the Bench , or Fleet , I swear , 
Be their Hotel in An^eterre t ; 
Where snug , within four neked walls , 
Fancy them gWin^ fancy balls; 
Then were these fellows in their place ; 
But here , youll own tis a disgrace , 
A stigma on the british nation , 
Its character , and reputation ; 
That such as these shotdd represent 
The English 9 who are resident 
In this gay , and great capital , 
Or , in their names , should give a baU ; 
That we , no better stewards could chuse , 
Than cukolds , jail-birds , germans , jews , 
And swindling guardians , leg bail debtors ; 
Whose dance should be , a dance in fetters , 
Mock officers , who , like the ass , 
Put on the lion's skin , to pass 
For what they are not , who haY6 made . 
UnblushingTy , a mas^erade 



THE COMMITTEBS 12^ 

Even of the royal Belgian , court 

By dari]]^ , openly to sport 

There , when pensitted to appear , . , 

A dress they had no right to wear , ;, 

A british uniform , thereby 

Grossly insulting royalty , 

On a most gracious king imposing , 

Themselves to chastisement exposing « 

From any man they chanced to meet , 

That felt indignant at the cheat. 

But , 'tis enough , let's leave the ball , 
To talk about the preaching brawl , 
The wardens , pastors , and the chapel , 
More fought about than discord's apple. 
E'er since the old disputes of Trent * , 
Ecclesiastical event 
Has not made half the noise , and fuss , 
That church affairs make among us. 

We have a prince , here , of the church , 
. Yfhose friends have left him in the lurch ; 
A docteur , and a reverend pastor , 
Who would contend against his master; 
But not successfully , for merit , .^ 

And eloquence , and wit , and spirit ; 
Are feeble arms against the set , . 

That form the managing .4j[nartette ; i. ; 
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And victory too often sticks , on 

Whatever side our friend old Nick's on; 

Besides , some are so dull of sight , 

They can't distinguish vrrong , from, Hight; 

Some are so destitute of soul , 

In heart , and mind , as black as CocU, 

That , from 'em one might hope , in vain , 

A righteous judgment to obtain , 

Disputing with a sect of Tailors 

Is sure to raise a host of railers , 

In every comer of the town , 

Ready with lies to cry you down. 

If the ball stewards were self elected , 
The churchwardens are not selected 
By vestry meeting , and no voice , 
Except their own , confirmed the choice 
Of a committee , so thick witted , 
As not to see , they're not committed : 
Thinking , perhaps , poor stupid elves ! 
Tis fair they should commit themselves : 
But since they will seek after leasing 9 , 
They can't be to a "churchman pleasing , 
If yet they should to other folks. 

Now , for a while , a truce with jokes , 
To talk of matters rather serious , 
Aud by some writers called mysterious ^ 
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How the selfhamed conunittee got 

Possession , by spme trick, or plot , 

Of chapel , and appurtenances , . 

Disposing of funds , and finances-. 

Without once deigning to advise 

With those , who fia*nish the supplies : 

Tyrants that act without consent 

Of people , or of parliament , 

And ministers , that can't be reach^dL; 

By punishment , altho* impeached ; 

With , at their head , as clue£ lessee. 

The honest, trustworthy trustee. 

Famed for fidelity in Kent , 

Ere he came on the continent , 

And famous too , in Brussels , here , 

At balls , as steward , and i^olunteer , 

And uolunteering to distribute 

Whatever alms the folks contribute. 

For who's so fit , as orp/ian robber. 

For a church warden job , or 
What overseer can* be more proper 
Than one that's known to be a pauper , 
That his own little all has spent , 
And all that to his care was lent , 
That lives himself, on charity , 
And , at this hour y. perhaps might be . , 
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In parish work house , or confined 

In county gaol » but for the kind t 

And freindly aid of a relation. ; > ' 

Such is the state of degradation 
In which he lives , whose interest , 
With the police here , is the best : 
Who , with the aid of a sharp Kni/k , 
Can cut much deeper , on my life , 
And , agaiitlit scribblers , go a length 
Much greater , than even Charles the tenth 
Can do in France , for he can stop 
A man , from selling in his shop I 

A thing like this , a rhiming letter , 
Such as fools write , who know no better , 
Because it happeus to displease him » 
And ridicule and oatire tease him ; 
He can do this, and even more, 
Place pompiers at the chapel door '^ , 
Forbidding entrance to black-guards. 
These are not men , who rob their wards ^ 
Swindlers y that run away in debt , 
Nor cheats , and vagabonds , nor yet 
Unmannerly , and ill dressed boys , 
That play in street , and make a noise ; ■ 

But churchmen , doctors , gowned , and banded ,' 
That , by churchwardens , are thus branded ; 
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For this it was , that dull don Quiz , 

Tho' it was no affair of his ^ 

But Quixote like , for others fighting , 

And in defence of virtue writing , ^ 

Thought fit to let the warden know 

He'd cut him dead , for acting so. 

Language that may be fit to use , 

When some poor tailor we abuse ; • 

But good Don Quiz should recoUet, 

The world pays , even to rogues , respect » 

When of the rank of gentlemen , 

And ought to have restrained his pen : 

For tho', tis said , nine tailors make 

But one man , it were a mistake , 

To think the proverb could allude 

To any , but the brotherhood 

Of cabbaging , and clipping Schneiders , 

Knights of the shears, and crosslegged riders; 

For those , who only have the name , 

May not be , more than others , tame : 

Quixote was , therefore , rash , and wrong ^ 

To write the truth , in words so strong ; 

Which left an opening for reply , 

In terms evasive , and yet high. 

But he was firm , if he was ra^ , 

And , what he said in the quick flash 
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Of wraht^he-stnckto , to tlislagty. -r-.^'r^r 
After defiances had pasaed. * 

Now tho* all thii was rather feolidi , 
And tho* some call such conduct miiliili ;. . 
Yet as the rash billet was penned , ^ 

And glove thrown down, to serve a fireind,- 
Against a politic church warden , 
We should not quite refuse to pardon 
Cond'ict well meant , altho* quixotic. 
Bcsistance to attempts despotic. 
But , that such blaze should end in smoke , 
Is , even here , thought a good joke , 
'And weVe been much amused to see 
Threats , war , and dread hostility , 
Confiued to paper , and to words , 
Instead of pistols , and drawn swords. 
How this was managed I can't guess 
And , to explain it , don't profess ; 
But things stand as they stood before , 
And the police still guard the door : 
The warden lost a dinner by it , 
But , for the rest , now all is quiet. 

Thus , having told you , my good Co2> 
What one says here , and what one does . 
And made an effort , to describe 
I'hose of most note , among the tribe 
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Of BmsseU-English , and to give 

Tou an idea how they live , ^ 

To draw aside the veil of mystery , 

That masks the character , and history 

Of many stars of fashion , here , 

That , shining in such narrow sphere , 

Owe all their false , and meteor light , 

To the sad darkness of our night , 

Who'd be extinguished in the blaze 

Of real fashion's noontide rays. 

rii finish with , « no more at present » , 

But , if you find the subject pleasant , 

If my « bad writing » you'll excuse, 

And these poor doggrels should amuse j 

The correspondence Til renew , 

Perhaps within a month or two. 

But for the present having writ all 

Farewell, Horatius Ck)cles Wittol. 



i3 
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NOTES. 



LETTER I. 



> PAGE 3. 



*— sinks like Dendidal tubs. 



The fifty daughters of Danaiis, according to the fable ^ 
yrere condemned to incessant labor in pouring water into 
vessels , which , as they had no bottoms , could never be 
filled. None but professed gamesters, can find a bottom to 
the ecarter tables, at the clubs , and there, one's gold flows 
ID a stream that never returns. How much civilization , 
and the ingenuity of man, have improved even upon the 
old mode of punishing , adopted by the Gods themselves. 
What a fine thing the tread mill would have ben for the 
fifty widows ! 



a PAGE 3. 
— • as elsewhere , does golden schower. 

See the well known story of the Amours of Jupiter and 
Danae the daughter of Acrisius, 



• • I 
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• PAGB 7. 

•— turn the king. 

To understand what this , and some of the folloi^ing ev 
^ressions allude to , it will be necessary to look into the 
rules of ecarter, which , it is to be hoped, will be bound op 
"with all future editions of Hoyle. 

9 PAGE II. 

We'll step to PercevaVs 

A famous tavern, kept by a very beautiful and very 
- obliging woman. It is much patrionised by the Enhlish , 
and particularly by the maried men. 

>o PAGE 12. 

i— a nap , in getting jolly. 

The french twenty franc piece, of which a great por- 
tion is of the coinage of Napoleon. The English call them 
familiarly Naps, 

II PAGE 14. 

— who cannot ^ with their Spaulette , 
Put on good breeding ^ etc. 

Lest I should , by any chance , he misunderstood , or 



supposed t6 ihrow the slightest reflexion on the offieert 
belonging to the Belgian service , I uHist take this oppor* 
tunitj of declaring , that I never knew more correct, and 
"well bred genlemen , than those among them with whom 
I hare had the honor to be acquainted « and I have reason 
to know, that in no service, is there a greater proportion 
of genlemen of fomily, and education. But, at the same 
time, I ani satisfied most of themselves will admit, that it 
is rather dangerous to entrust young women of fashion, of 
any contry , to the constant society of wild young men 9 
just come out of a barrack. It is perhaps necessary to 
mention here , that in most of the continental armies , a 
young man must begin his military career, as a private 
soldier, however high his family, and rank in other res- 
pects. 



i« PAGE 16. 



•— some low grisette. 

A familiar name for the shop girls of Paris — It is usual 
for English ladies, who want a governess for their daugh- 
ters, to advertise for a Gouvernante , a word which they 
find in their pocket diclionnaries perhaps, answering to the 
English word governess, which, however, has a very diffe- 
rent meaning, and as the advertisement very often does not 
specify who are to be the governed^ any young woman who 
thinks herself qualified to act as housekeeper to a single 
Gentleman , answers it, and never makes any objection 
to the more respectable, if not more lucrative employment 
of young lady's gouvemess. Her Brussels patois passes for 
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pure french , and the it immedutel j installed , to her great 
surprise , as preceptress to the children of people of &<- 
shion — credit is given her for morals , because there is a 
sort of decorum in her dress, and manner, that certainly 
does not belong to persons of the same class, in Engbnd. 
ThejT pay more attention to the graces, and have the ad- 
vantage of easy impudence over English girls, which 
passes for good breeding with some ladies , who often think 
it unnecessary to make inquiries as to character, but when 
they do, a pretty grisette is not likely tohaye her fortune 
spoiled, for want of some good natured person, te re- 
commend her as a gouvemante. 

>3 PAftB 16. 

•— the guinguette. 

Guingueltes are public houses in the suburbs, with gar- 
dens and large ball rooms, where the lower orders go, to 
dance , and amuse themselves. 



NQTSS. "1^3 

LETTER II. 

I PACE l8. 

^oor Polly Hopkins — 

< 

There U a duet sung at Vaaxhall which begins thus : 

Pretty , pretty , Polly Hopkins , 
How d'ye do ? how d*ye do ? 
Not much better , M' Tomkins , 
For seeing you , for seeing you. 

a PAGE ai. 

In which with Epaulette end sash. 

Though the character of Sipthorp may , or may not be 

drawn from nature , as the reader chuses to fancy it 

certainely is a fact, that an English bourgeois is in the 
habit of making his appearance at court, in the regimen* 
tal uniforor of a british field oflicer. 

3 PAGE. a4* 
•"^orhjr a lucky terne. 

The Belgian lottery which is drawn every week, is oh 
the same plan as the french lotteries , in which ninety num- 



l44 NOTES. 

hen are pat iDto the wheel , and only fi^e are drawn out 
An adventurer, who has hit upon three of these, n said 
to have won a cerne, and receives 5,5oo times his stakei 
the proportion is , of course, much greater if four numbers 
are drawn, less, if two, and only 18 times the stake is 
paid for the exirait , or single number : Gambling in this 
way , is quite the business of some of the English : and 
their good ludL or bad luck, their distance from, or hair- 
breadth *scapeof a prize on Saturday, furnishes men wo- 
men, and children, with a subject of con?ersation for 
the week. 

« PACt a3. 

— Cambre echoes with cuckoo. 
This is true , the Camhre ho$ is remarkable for a great 

* 

-number of these ill omened birds. 

s PACK 34. 

— Touchstone with fat frowsy Audrey. 

Audrey. 

Would you not have roe honest? 

ToCHCSTOHE. 

No truly unless thou wert hard favored. 



TOUHCSTONE. ^ 

Here we have no temple but the wood, no assembly but 



hpm beasts, but wBat though? Courage! as horns are 
odious they are necessary. 

(SnAKBSpiAn , As you like it). 



LETTER III. 



X PAGE 28. 



J Jessica with her Lorenzo. 



— In such a night 

Did Jessica steal from the wealthy Jew 
And, with an unthrift love, did run. 

— And in such a night 

Did young Lorenzo swear he loved her well 
Stealing her soul witl^ many vows of faith 
And ne*er a true one. — 

Shakespear. 

« PAGE 33. 

jit Coulson 's learned to read^ etc. — 
Cou]son*8 is the charity school at BristoL 



1^6 irOTBS. 



. i . . •" il ■' ... N 
3 PAGE 33. 



■ i ■ 



. ; >— Set up the Lombard's sign. 

Th€ Lsmbards were the people who first estabJislH^, 
banks in England, and had the arms of Lomba^jr, whiiili^ 
consisted of three balls, usually suspended over their doors; 
Ihey lent money on pledges , and , in their days, the ban- 
king, and ^ow/i&roAi/i^ trades were one. — They gave their 
name to the well known street in the city of London where 
■o many opulent bankers still carry on their business. — 
Bankers in our times need no sign ; but the arms of Lom- 
bardy stiil invite the necessitous to the shop of the pawn- 
broker , w ho is freq uent ly some beneyolent Jew. 



LETTER IV. 

X PAGE 36. 

— in military coats, * 
See note > to letter II. 

* PAGE 36. 

— priests tike laymen. 

The generality of my readers will hardly beliere, hut it 
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if notwithf landing, an undoubted fact that an Eugliah 
clergyman, in Brussels , ashamed perhaps of his profession^ 
not only makes a brown coat, of dandj cut, his, usual , 
eyery day dress , but has even shown his ignorance or ef- 
frontery, by going to court, not in his canonicafs , but dret- 
•ed 0H bourgeois — of course it wus his first appearance in 
the presence of Majesty, and it is to be hoped he will not 
ofiend in that way again. 

3 piGB 36. 
•^andcomrt€ draymen. 

The queen, whose graceful manner is only rendered 
more interesting by an unaflRected modesty, was put quHe 
out of countenance, by the forwardness, and yuJgar stare 
of a quondam Small-beer brewer's man, at one of her Ma« 
festy's drawing rooms.— 

4 PAGB 3€L 

— Faow. 
Wife. 

S PAGB 

— eiferx day arrwei. 
Arrii^tUy lam afraid, a gallicism. 
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LETTER V. 



> »ACB 50. 



.1 ,.». 



> 7%roci^A<Na this httppy land'^ 



I look upon the kingdom of the Netherlands as one of 
the happiest, and it« govennnent, as administered by Wih 
^m tlie first, as one of tlie best ia Buffnpe<^this is not 
my private opinion merely, but that of men of allcoon^ 
tfies mid of every party , with whom I have eoiiT«ffsed. If 
the police system has , te fingiashmen, who areunnecna* 
toned to it, somethinf nf an arbitrary appearanet^ aind if 
its ccgttlations have^ in one, ov two instances, frodneed 
^me ioconyenienceto indiyiduals,those instaneesmeeeGstie^ 
raely rare; and Englishmen should, in fairness , recollect 
that much greater strictness is necessary, in countries on 
the continent , where an extended frontier oflers such faci- 
lities for the entrance , and evasion of offenders of every 
description : than in England where our insulated situa^* 
tion renders many of those measures of precaution unne* 
cessary. — There is not in Europe a place better adapted 
for the temporary residence of English families, who de- 

• 

sire to aeconomise, than Brussel — a beautiful town, Iodg« 
ings, and all the necessaries of life, at a moderate rate, 
and though the picture of EngUsh society, drawn in this 
volume, is not very inviting, new comers might use it as a 
warning, and avoid getting into contact with such charac* 
terS| as are alluded to in it. There arc many worthy people 



..f • •*>•- 
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residing here, who never as«ociate with them , or at least 
never on terms of intimacy. 

The goodnatured , and condescending coortes j of his 
Rojral Highness the prince of Orange , towards the English 
residents in general — and the gracious reception thej in- 
yariably meet with from their Majesties , have contributed, 
not a little, to make Brussels a very delightful residence 
for those, whose circumstances oblige them to give up the 
comforts of AonM. This kindness and condescension, on 
the part of their Majesties, and the prince, and princeit 
«£ Orange, has however been Hiiich imposed on, by the 
impertinent intrusion, of vulgar and igneraot peojrfe, as, 
ia several plaees, it is hinted in these letters — Though I 
felt my want ol ability to express , in a manner worthy ol 
the sabject, the few words , which I have yeataredl to in- 
•ert, on the character of the prinee , I found so mueh plea- 
%wteJm6koyim§ thedictates.of my heart by writin|^, that 
I aof lected the counsels of my head , which hid me not ei^ 
ter upon a topic that I was unequal to.-*«^ 

a PkGM 5o. 

— jnjr shrouetide letter. 

These letters were finished during the camiridi ftc^.it 
#as impossible to get them printed earlier. ,-*- 



■ \ : 1 



3 PACE 5l. 

lady. — Flembh« 



^ ,* •■ ' 



rf* 



t5o 



4 F1«B 54. ■ '• -^^'^' 



» -J 



fietaote<toktUvJ. 
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LETTER VI, 

' - . 1 

« PAGB 57.. . 

i^ Ferdinand and Isabella, 

Coiled the kingdoms of Castile, and Arragon, By ma" 
riage, and added some of the other kingdoms of Spain to 
those , by conquest, so that they were properly speaking, 
the first sovereigns of that country, and the fist who took 
the tile of Cz<Ao/ic. —Pride, ignorance, and superstition 
are the characteristics of the catholic court. 

» PAGE 58. 

-« no steel Toledan blade. 

The city of Toledo, in the catholic king's domhiioils, 
■was famous for its manufactory of sword blades — a|id a 
sort of stiff, straight sword, of awkward length, was com- 
monly called a Toledo. 

3 PAGE 58. 
* ' " ••»^g7*e«« grandson o/MileUa^ - ' - '•■ 

%^ -1* -• ..' . 

» .1 . . ■» • : ■ . . I 

' ^ (I weald imy« been jBore correct peifaaps^'tiiiATe wt^fctea 



>l5i 

Milesias; for to the fabled progenitor of the Irish , the Sef- 
thian descendant of Magog was called, I beliere, bat as 
lAiletus pronounced in the Irish wmf « makes toeb ab 
excellent rhime for potatos, and as it is a name mnek more 
familiar to the generality of readers,who erebettereeqiiaiB* 
ted with the classics , than with Irish tradition , 1 hare 
Ycntured to substitute it : particularly as, thi sdistance of 
time, I think it would be a little difficult to proye , that 
Milesius had any greater claim than Miletus to the honor 
of colonising Erin; howeyer haying indiilgeld in my rhime, 
I think it right to make this apology for it , in order to 
indulge my readers with a choice, as to the spelling of 
Uus ancient Gentleman's name. 



4 PAGB 58. 
— and &f potatos. 

We can speak with more certainty of these morereceott 
colonists 9 which came from America to Ireland about three 
hundred years ago. Yet their euglish orthograpliy is not 
exactly according to the pronounciation of their Indian 
9ame , Patatas , or batatas. 

^ >A6B 59. 

jMs Saint PattUius V9tm, — 

Saint Patridi w«« bom towards the close of the l^ cem- 

tnry. According to his own account , he was of a good fa- 

^nfy, of the msmt of CalphiunuMi. Some writer* s^ liis 



l52 KOTIS. 

■iotker*8 same was Conchessa , she was the uiece of aaiaC 
Ifaitin of Tours. He calls himself a Briton , and a JRomant 
neaning probahlj that he was of a mixed race. But a little 
alloj , even with gold^ is often found to be an improrement. 
The saint was sent upon his mission by pope Celestioe^ 
who had made him a bishop, and who died in the year 432. 



6 PACE 59. 
— nobility $ the unica 

Virtus-. 

yobilitas §ola atque unica virtus, I believe mine differ 
from the usual mode of translating this line. 

7 PACE 59. 

whose fides punica. 

The bad faith of the Carthaginians, was proverbial among 
the Romans, who called it Jides punica. The Phenicians , or 
Carthaginians, their descendants, are said to have colonised 
Ireland , and ao in ancient families, a good deal of this puoic 
blood is preserved unmixed with that of theEngUsh^ who < 
were uncivilised barbarians, comme chacun suit, in the 
days of those Phenicians. Let any body look at our hero, 
)ust out of > limbo, la . he not , not only a Phenician , but a . 
riaeii from hi« ashet, and more beauUf al than eyer* . 



\ V 8 PAOB 6o« ► * . 

Of insolTeDt debtors. ^ ^ ' 

9 FAGB 6i. 

*— in swindUr^s Hue and cry. 

The tradesmen of London undertook some time ago , to 
publish an account of the noted swindlers about town , as 
a warning. 

!• pagb 63 r 

'^jfs to he ruled bjr golden Bulls, 

The golden Bull, as my readers know , was not a popisb 
bull , but the act which 6rst gave a solid form to the Ger- 
manic constitution ^ under Charles IV, theking of Bohemia 
in the i4*^ century. It is a curious sample^of thestile , an4 
spirit of that age, and contains many absurd opinions^ that - 
had the force of laws : it begins with an apostrophe to pride^i - 
anger^ luxury, and Satany and declares that, because there ' 
are seyen mortal sins , there should be seven electoraF. Ono < 
might suppose there were but six mortal sins in Brussels ,> 
and so account for the six. self elected stewards o£xhebdk<^ 
but if a mortal sin was wanted, why not import one from 
Bruges? Seq letter XII , line 71. The golden Bull had iu 
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name from the Bulla, or seal of gold y ifith which it was 
impretaed , the pope*8 decreed are called bulla for the sane 
reason. 

II PAGB 63. 

— Gold majr break ihrough prison wmUt , 
See the motto at the head of this letter. 

t» PAGB 63. 

Can use their /heedom , mnd i^ir powtri 
Tho* thejr enjoy it 9 but an hour, 

I should he rcrj sorrjr to have it supposed, that these 
were my serious sentiments ; nothing more is meant, than 
a mere play upon the word emaneipatiiM. Rather <far 
leiiched , it most beeonlesed. 



LETTER VII. 

Y PACK 95. 

—Her p^h^ caches. 

The french proyerb says diat -« 

Le p^e'enph^ est i^oitie pardoBMS. 



^ '■*««■■ 
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» PURE 78. 
"•^ hen pecked WittoL 

I beg to saj , that this is quite a dilTereut Branch of the 
"SS iltols , and no relation of my family. 



LETTER VIII. 

> PAGB 80. 

•— FVAB8. 

■* • ■ . ' . ■ , 

The word vorbs may seem misapplied here% because the 
passage in the text , by which its application is born out, 
was hy some oversight, omitted in the copy of the M. S. 
which was sent to the printer. It speaks of a person who 
passes his time in gambling , revelling , and giving dinners 
on the continent v'while his friends , who gave security for 
him, are in gaol in England. The passage shall be inserted 
in the next edition, now going to press, 

a PAGE 8o« 
— l^« LORDS—*— 

The reader mutt not fancy this alludes to the lords of 
th« A— y. ■''"' ,•"••-... ....^y^ 



1 56 XOTEtf. 

) PA6B 8l 

Than setfens and eights -— 
See note 8 to letter I. 

4 PAGE 8i. 

^- a touch of royal hlood. 

Tlis one of the vulgar superstitions preTalent in Scotlaad, 
Ireland , and y I beliere, in some jxirts of England, that 
the scrofulous disease, called the king's evil, may be cured 
by the touch of a person belonging to the royal family of 
the Stuarts. Similar superstitionB have existed with respect 
to the royal family of France , and miraculous cures have 
been performed by several of the French kings, according 
to the grave acoounts of some of their historianv 

^ PAGE 85. 

— what some hold Gjrges might 
Jttempt — 

My classical readers will remember the story of the Ly- 
<]ian king , who, was so proud of his wife's charms, that he 
exposed her while in the bath , to the gate of his friend 
Gyges , who fell in love with her , murdered the king Can- 
daules , married the queen , and mounted the throne with 
her. 
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• »AGB 87. 

The man that played the Cock with Kemhte. 

I UuDk the aneciiote is to be foand in Toe Miller, of a 
fellow who claimed acquaintance with John Kcmble , from 
haying onoe played with him in Hamlet. That is, he crow- 
ed behind the scenes , as a cock 9 while Kemble was enact- 
ing the Danish prince. 

1 PACE 88. 

in rue Mus^e a$ two* 

The English 0ervice is performed in a diapel in the roe 
If usie } at two o'clock on Sundays. 



LETTER IX. 

> PAGB.89. 

How many saucy airs we meet. 

How many saucy airs we meet 
VtWK TeiaiJe bar to Aldgajle street. 

Crior. 

1 i« 
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B«e note » letter IV. 

s PAOB 9s. 

Bad /, of gold rupees , «- 
A bdk. of rupees it about 10.000 pounds sterling. 

4 PAOB 9a. 

^;i</ «e dk# fear's end , iiiaX:tf lit tell, 

I have heard of an English clergyman boasting that he 
Bade 800 francs a mouth , in Brussels , hj ecarter. 

^ PACK 93. 

To deck his front , if not as fine as 
Brutus'^ 

The Brutus crop has had its day of fashion , and is , I be- 
lieve , eren now considered a very becoming cut , by some 
Dandies — but the Collatinustn much more common^though 
we dont*t hear the term used , because those who are so 
dressed, are not very prpud of the fashion. MdUm Gollali- 
jQus too, was a coiffeuse malgre elle. 



IfOTES. i5§ 

€ PA6E 94. 

»-«aiv a negro. 

To make the rhime correct , the word negro must be pre- 
nounced as it is in the original Spanish , from which lan- 
guage we have adopted it. 

7 PAGE. 95. 

For many a Yorkshire pedigree. 

Nothing is more common, than forged pedigrees for ftor- 
ees^ in Yorkshire, where the farmers engage in breeding 
these noble animals, more than iu any other county in £b- 
gland. 

t PAGB 95. 

'^true barbarian race, 

A great number of our well bred English horses are des- 
cended from barbs , or barbarians , who are the sires of a 
light, active and spirited breed, to be found in many parts 
•f Spain y particulary in Andalusia, 

9 PAGE 95. 

Scared bjr the auto , called dafi. 

The executions under the authority of the inquisition 9 ori^ 

i5 
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giiiallj directed against theMoors,have been also employed 
to cxturt money from <he wealthy jews — some of whom 
took refuge in England — where craft aud money are always 
welcome. About 3o,ooo jewbh famHies were driven out of 
Spain, towards the latter end of the ij^^ century, when 
4b|it persecution began. 



to PAGE 99. 

— ift'oke down at Knauesmire, 

A well known race course in Yorkshire* 

tt PAGB 95. 

Mmm^ihatciuL 
a^mtel Caste. 



LETTER X. 

— .<! hrasserut, 
A Lrewery. 



/> 
^ 



* PAGE lOO. 

-^Boulogne was bad enough , 

JBduiogne.has been nicknamed Newgate, from the nnmlMC 
'^maui^ais tu/ets that run oyer there from England! 

3 PAGE lOI^ 

— shows his white feathen 

To those who are not cockBghting amateurs , it may> be 
■ecessary to explain, that birds with much white in their 
tails , are supposed to be wanting.iathe courage so essential 
lo the sport , and hence the fashionable slang expression foir 
ft coward , that he shows the white feather.. 

4 PAGE ion 
jts ij*it were the proud panache. 

The brave Henri Quatre wore a white plume.— "Wh* 
does not remember the words of that gal ant prince , on- 
going into action, at the Battle ofjvry ? — Si vans perdez 
vos enseignes , ralliezuous a mon panache hlanc ; vous' 
h troui^erez toujours au chemin de Vhonneur et de Im 
gloire. 



1& KOTSi. 

^ PAGE 102. 

— won't hujr her a brew-etle. 

The word brouetie, literally a wheelbarrow 9 is often hr 
■aliarljr used for a carriage of any descriptioD*. 

6 PACE 107. 

-^ had his beer aboard. 

To have one's beer aboard — to be drunk, a slang ezprea* 
•ion. 

7 PAGE loB. 

— take leave q/* Heavy Wet. 

Heavy JVet is also a slang term for a certain beveragt 
nade of two sorts of beer. 



LETTER XL 



S PAGE 110. 



— a muckle of two micklest 
itotch proverb. 



/. *■ 



» PAGE no. 
— his ignoble name Jrom France. 

Fn France, the names of the nobility are, or rather were 
taken from their lands, and are distinguished by having th'& 
article t/e before them, as de Richelieu, de Noailles, etc. 
The names of thecommon people, or roturiers , are eitlicr 
derived from some sobriquet, or nickname , or else from, 
something be)ong;ing. to thein trades ; and have no art'cle — 
as in English , we might call a coal heaver Billy Coal , or 
a^ Cooper Jacke Staf^e. 

5 PAGE. na. 
'— no attic in his salt. 

« 

Adasch of wft in writing, or conversation, wa'S often called 
^ ^ mweasoniuf^ of atiict sali^ by the ancients; because the people 
of Attica, or the Athenians weresupposed to ha ve more lear- 
nkig, and wit, thanany other peopUiof Greece, on which ac- 
count, the Roman youth of distinction, were frequently sent 
to Athens to beeducated! ft is a pity that the hero of thUi' 
letter, with his FrendiTnaime,' Italian trader English fortnne,^ 
•ndresicUiiee iuBelgium, did not have his salt from Auicm 

4 PAGE II 7. 

— imoks in his' pmrsiey bed, 
ll hiB iL fch U is y according ta weUiolortiied 'NursenMlili^ 
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the place where little infants are found , like Lot^e amcmg', 
the roses , or Utile Moses among the bub:.ushe8» 



S PAGE Xl3. 

f^A oUjr Ajax , etc* -^ 

Proceeding in the usual way , from the nanerj to the 
school, I am reminded of a piece of school boy's wit , ia. 
translating Ajax Oileus and Ajax Telamon — Ajax the 
•i/ma/i and Ajax the tallowman. 

i PAGE Il8.* 

Pf^ith his long sword ^ and saddle , bridle* 

This is the burden of i^low Mwg, sung at tom^ o& 
Ibc theatres. 



LETTER XIL 

I PAGX 1:24^. 

•— Ferdinand le Catholiqaff 
Acencie < to letter VI. 



irOTESl k^K 

> PAGE 124* 

Those days of merry carnival. 
See note » to letter V. 

3 PAGE 1^5. 

And make the number up to six. 

This 18 a mistake as to the number, which has aocared 
in the hurry of writing. 

4 PAGi ia6. 
•— to do things nately. 

Neatly. -— This is another Irish rhime. See note B to 
ktter VL 

5 PAGB 127. 

Ko Laplander or South sea Tslander, 

The Laplanders carry their hospitality so far , as to ofl^ 
their wives to strangers. The husbands in some of the South 
sea Islands too, look upon their wiyt-s* prostitution, with a 
d egree of polite sang fi*oid wort hy oigens comme ilfaut in 
the most highly civilsed nations. Scotland is, I believe, conv- 
paratively barbarous in this respect , but one sometimes 
mtett scotch ge/i«. comme il Jaut too in one's traTeli. 



tW JfOTES". 

< PAGE. 137; 

— Jor the duties of croupier. 

The croupier U he that seconds the tailleur at a gaming 
table . or the chairraan at a dinner. The supply of wiu« 
tomes more particularly under his management.. 

7 PACE ia8tf 



— their hotel, in. ^ni^leterre. 



The english balls are glyen at the H6tel d'Angletennu- 

*'pAGE 129. 

the old disputes of Trent, 

The council of Trent , held in the i6tK century vWas , im 
point of fact <, one of the most peacable that ever was assem- 
bled on ecclesiastical aflfairs, and therefore I might seem, 
to have intro/luced it rather for the rhime, than the reason, 
but it should be remembered thatit lasted one and twenty 
years, und that our chapel disputes have been-going on, 
for more than a third of that time ; since one of the pam? 
phlets- on the subject, begins by informing us. that they 
«iastedjieveo ^ears ago , and had begun even earlier. 
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$ PAGB l30k 

m^Btek a/2er leasing^ 
fiee the psalms. 

P/nce pompiers , etc — 

The pompiers or firemeD, ^ho form a sort of milrtarj ar- 
med corps, do the business of the police, in Brussels. As 
to tiieir being placed at the door of the English chapel , see 
a pamphlet published on the occasion by a reverend cler- 
gyman. 

^^ PAGI l39» 

Forbidding entrance to Black guards. 
See the above mentioned pamphlet. 



END OF THE NOTES. 
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